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In the Name of Allah, The Most Merciful, The Beneficent 


ndeed all praise is due to Allah. We praise Him, seek His aid, ask 

A for His forgiveness and repent to Him. We seek refuge with Allah 

from the evil of our own souls and from the evil of our wicked 

actions. Whomsoever Allah guides, then none can misguide; and 
whomsoever Allah misguides, then none can guide. 


I testify that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, alone 
without any partner; and I testify that Muhammad is His slave and 
Messenger. May abundant peace and blessings be upon him, his 
family and all of his Companions. 


On January 5", 2019 — which corresponds to Rabi’ II 1440H — Allah 
blessed me to begin a class at Germantown Masjid, Philadelphia to 
teach the book Kitab al-Shari‘ah of Imam al-Ajurri. In the past, I 
considered — on more than one occasion — translating this classical 
text, but I was deterred due to the size of such a project and also due 
to my academic studies at the school of Pharmacy, Cardiff 
University. 


To assist the students, I decided to translate this book, to enable them 
to aptly follow the lessons and to be able to reference this important 
material. Since Imam Ajurri divided Kitab al-Shari‘ah into twenty- 
three volumes, I elected to translate one volume at a time. I ask Allah 
by His Beautiful Names to bless me to complete this translation, and 
to benefit me and the rest of the Muslims through these efforts; He 
is the All-Hearing and the One Who Answers our supplications. 
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A few important points about the translation: 


1. For the text, I relied mainly upon the copy of Kitab al- 
Shariah printed by Dar al-Watan (1999), Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia. 

2. As for the rulings upon the ahadith, then they will mainly be 
taken from Kitab al-Shariah printed by Dar al-Siddig (2013), 
Jubayl, Saudi Arabia. I chose this print, because the rulings 
of Shaykh Albani are cited when available. Furthermore, 
they are concise making them better suited to the English 
reader. 

3. To preserve the original text as much as possible, I have 
avoided any unnecessary discussions in the footnotes, unless 
required. | | 

4. All footnotes are from the translator. 


Whoever notices any errors or mistakes, then please forward them 
via email to hikmahpubs@gmail.com. May Allah guide all of our 
brothers and sisters to adhere to the Qur’an and Sunnah with the 
understanding of the Companions. 


Hassan Hussein Abdi 
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A Brief Biography of Imam Ajurri 


His Name 


He is the Imam, ‘Allamah, Hafiz, the example, the abstinent, the 
Shaykh of the esteemed Haram of Makkah, Muhammad b. al- 
Husayn b. ‘Abdullah, Abii Bakr al-Ajurri’. He was an Imam of his 
era in Hadith and Figh. 


His Birth 
He was born in Baghdad in the year 280H. 


Ajurti grew up in Baghdad. He first studied under the scholars of 
that region. When he was nineteen, he travelled to Makkah; this was 
in 299H. One of the scholars from whom he heard Hadith at the 
Masjid al-Haram was Al-Mutaddal b. Muhammad al-Janadi. 


Then he returned to Baghdad and he started to narrate Hadith there. 
In 330H, he returned to Makkah, and Imam al-Ajurri mentioned 
that one of the reasons that influenced his decision was the 
prevalence of innovations in Baghdad at that time. 


He said: 


“I left Baghdad because it was not satisfactory for me to 
remain there, as they innovated in everything even the 
recitation of the Qur’an and the Adhan.” 


: Ajurti is either an ascription to the occupation of making baked bricks or 
an ascription to al-Ajurr, which was a town in Baghdad. 
? Al-Madkhal Ilé Tanmiyah al-A‘mal (2/407). 
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His Teachers 


Imam al-Ajurri sat with more than one hundred teachers. If we were 
to analyze the scholars that he narrated from in this book al-Shari‘ah 
alone, we would find that they come to nee Shaykhs. 


Among his teachers: 


1. Abi Bakr, Ja‘far b. Muhammad al- -Firyabi (394 narrations 
from him in al-Shari ah) | 

2. Abi Bakr, Abdullah b. Abii Dawiid al-Sijistani (244 
narrations) 

3. Abi Bakr, Abdullah b. Muhammad b. Abd al-Hamid al- 
Wasiti (192 narrations) 


These are but few of his teachers. 
His Students 
Al-Dhahabi (4sl45) mentioned’ that many scholars narrated from 
Imam al-Ajurti. | : 7, | | 
Ibn Khallikan said: 
“A number of the Huffaz [illustrious mcnouere) narrated 
from him.” 


From his students: 


1. Abii Nu‘aym al-Asbhani (d. 430H) 
2. Abii Muhammad, ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Umar al-Nabhas (d. 
416H) 


' Tadhkirah al-Huffaz (3/936). 
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3. Abii al-Qasim, ‘Abd al-Malik b. Muhammad b. ‘Abdullah b. 
Bishran (d. 430H) | 
4. Abi ‘Abdullah Ibn Battah (d. 387H) 


His Books 


Al-Dhahabi (ailae5) said: 


“He is the author of numerous books.” 
Here is a list of some of his works that have been printed - some 


have even been translated into English: 


1. Kitab al-Arba‘tn [Forty Hadith] 

2. Akhlag al-‘Ulama [Mannerisms of the Scholars] 

3. Akhlaq Hamalah al-Qur’an [Mannerism of the Carriers of 
the Qur’an| 

4. Sifah al-Ghuraba [Characteristics of the ee 


His Belief 


Imam Ajurti was from the Imams of AAl al-Sunnah, and he based his 
creed upon the Qur’an and Sunnah with the understanding of the 
Companions. His monumental work al-Shari‘ah illustrates his 
defense of the Sunnah and his rejection of innovation and its people. 


' Siyar A‘lam al-Nubala (16/135). 
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Imam al-Dhahabi ( i145) said: 
“He was a person of Sunnah and adherence [to the texts].”’ 


Imam al-Dhahabi (4i\5) said: 


“He was Athari [a person who adhered to the narrations].” 


Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir (425) said: 


“He was precise and trustworthy, truthful and religious. He 


authored numerous beneficial works.” 


His Death 


Imam al-Ajurri died in Makkah in the year 360H. He was eighty 
years of age. 


' Siyar A‘lam al-Nubala (16/135). 
? Mukhtasar al-‘Uli (p. 247). 
> Al-Bidayah Wa al-Nihayah (11/270). 
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The Book Al-Shari‘ah 


Imam al-Ajurri titled this work Kitab Al-Shari‘ah. The word Shariah 
is found in the Qur’an in Sirah “on 


“Then We have put you “ al on a plain way 
of (Our) commandment. So follow that, and follow not the 
desires of those who know not.” [Al-Jathiyah: 18] 


The classical expert of exegesis, Ibn Jarir al-Tabari said: 


9 


“This is referring to a path, a Sunnah and a methodology. 


It appears that Imam al-Ajurri opted for the title Al-Shari‘ ah due 
to the above verse, especially since he ates it at the beginning 


of this book. 
The Meaning of al-Shari‘ah in this Context 


Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (2s\45) said in Majmi‘ al-Fatawd 
(19/306): 


“Shaykh Aba Bakr al-Ajurri penned his book ‘al-Shariah’ 
and Ibn Battah penned his book ‘al-Ibanah ‘An Shariah al- 
Firgah al-Najiyah,’ and the intent of the these Imams of the 
Sunnah, when they used the word Shari'ah, was the beliets 
attested to by Ahl al-Sunnah as it relates to matters of 


faith... 
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Thus, they named the foundations of their beliefs Shari'ah, 
and they differentiated between their Shariah [beliefs] and 
the Shari'ah of everyone else.” 


The Scholars Praise and Endorsement for Shari‘ah: © 


One example, which demonstrates the high regard the scholars had 
for this book, is that al-Hasan b. Ahmad b. al-Banna' (d. 471H) — 
summarized Shari ah and entitled it ‘Al-Mukhtar Fi Usil al-Sunnal’.’ 


Ibn al-Banni said: 


“Indeed, you have asked me to summarize for you from the 
book al-Shari‘ah authored by Abi Bakr Muhammad b. al- 
Husayn al-Ajurri (4115) some fundamentals of the Sunnah 
and to convey his words relating to this. I accepted your 
request, because he is a sincere Imam and a righteous, pious 
individual, and his speech is brilliant and clear. May Allah 
benefit us, you and all of the Muslims with this — if Allah 


Wills.” a ' im 


Additionally, a number of scholars referenced al-Shariah as a 
classical source when discussing creedal matters, such as Shaykh al- 
Islam Ibn Taymiyah, Imam Ibn al-Qayyim, Hafiz al-Dhahabi* and 
others. 


' Dhahabi described him as: “The Imam, the scholar, the Mufti, the 
~ Muhaddith...” 

* This book has been printed with the checking of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Razzaq 
al-Badr. 

* Al-Mukhtar Fi Usil al-Sunnah (p. 41). 

* See Al-‘Uli (p. 228). 
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Shaykh al-Islam said: 


“Aba Bakr al-Ajurti said in Kitab al-Sharv ah, “The position 
of the people of knowledge is that Allah (ls) is above His 


Throne above the heavens and His Knowledge 
encompasses everything...” | 


Ibn al-Qayyim said: 


“The statement of al-Hafiz Abi Bakr al-Ajurri, the Imam 
of his time in Figh and Hadith. He said in Kitab al- 
Shari ah...” 


The Reason Behind This Compilation 
Imam al-Ajurri stated himself: 


“I have penned in this book - Kitab al-Shari‘ ah — from its 


beginning until its end what I know that everyone who 
falls under [the umbrella of] Islam will need to have 
| ___ knowledge concerning. This is due to the corrupt beliefs 
| of many of the people and due to the appearance of deviant 


desires and widespread innovations. [I have mentioned] 
what I know will strengthen the souls of the people of truth 
and to conquer the people of innovation and misguidance, 


according to what Allah (jeg<) has taught me. All praise 
belongs to Allah for that.” 


' Majmu’ al-Fatawd (5/188). 
? Iitima’ Juyish al-Islamiyah (p. 185). 
> Al-Shari ah (p. 2563). 
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Why Did the Im4ms of the Salaf Quote Weak Ahadith In the 
Books of ‘Aqidah? 


1. They would not rely upon a weak hadith to establish a 
fundamental matter of belief. Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah 
said: 


“The people of Hadith would not cite a weak hadith as 


evidence to establish a fundamental from the 
fundamentals...”! 


2. Ifthey would quote a weak hadith normally it was supported by 
other texts and in accordance to the foundations of the religion. 


“They would cite it in support of the fundamentals...” 


If the weakness is not severe, then they may mention it as a 
supporting narration for another mildly weak hadith. 


3. The weakness of the narrator and any criticism directed at him 


may have been unknown to them. Shaykh al-Islam Ibn 
Taymiyah said: 


“They may narrate this — on occasions — because they were 
unaware it is a lie. This is standard for religious people, 
because they would not rely upon what they know to be a 


lie...” 7 | 


' Majmi’ al-Fatawa (4/25). 
2 Majmi’ al-Fatawd (10/679). 
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No scholar — regardless of their specialty and expertise — 
has knowledge of every hadith and the condition of every 


narrator. 


Pe de 8B Sts 
But over all those who possess knowledge is the All- 
Knowing (Allah). [Yusuf: 76] 


4, Another reason is that the scholars of the past would narrate 
ahadith with the chain of narrators and leave the 
responsibility to the reader or listener to ascertain the 
authenticity of these ahadith. It used to be said: 


“Whoever cites the chain has placed the onus [of 
verification] upon you.” 

Shaykh Albani said: 
“The people of knowledge know that the scholars of 
hadith, if they cite ahadith along with their chains, then 


accountability is removed from them and the responsibility 
is lifted, even if there are weak ahadith among them...” 


' Al-Da‘ifah (1/9). 
i) 
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Sr WY day 


The Text of al-Shari ‘ah of Ajurri 
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~~ Na x 
In the Name of Allah, The Most Merciful, The Beneficent 


All praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of all the creation. And may the 
peace and blessings of Allah be upon Prophet Muhammad and his 
family. 


‘Umar b. Ibrahim (may Allah pardon him) said that al-Fagih al- 
Imam Abi al-Hasan Ahmad b. Mugbil (may Allah aid and guide 
him to that which is correct) informed us saying: al-Fagih al- 
Imam Abi al-Hasan Ahmad b. ‘Abdullah b. Mas‘iid al-Burayhi 
(may Allah have mercy upon him) informed us saying: al-Fagih 
al-Hafiz Abii al-Hasan ‘Ali b. Abi: Bakr b. Himyar b. al-Tubba‘ 
b Fudayl informed me saying: the Shaykh al-Fagih As‘ad b. Khayr 
b. Yahya b. ‘Is4 b. Mulamis (may Allah be pleased with him) 
informed us, who narrated from his father, Khayr b. Yahya, who 
said: Abi Bakr Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Bazzar al-Makki 
narrated to us saying: Muhammad b. al-Husayn (41425) said: 


Muhammad b. al-Husayn al-Ajurri (i425) said: 


The most deserving and befitting speech for me to begin with is: All 
praise belongs to Allah, our Noble Protector and Guardian; and the 
best praise is the praise that Allah, the Most Generous, mentioned 
for Himself — and I praise Him with this. 


cyl e3 Ne po3 yi inallall ¢ 5 diy tea 
[All] praise is [due] to ‘Allah, Lord of the creation. The Most 
Beneficent, the Most Merciful. The Only Owner (and the Only 
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Ruling Judge) of the Day of Recompense (ie. the Day of 
Resurrection) 


Ass Bhs dy a bly oblast Gl d gill A sl 
ZR lag clastll So Sys is Ua Cag pil 3 ai le dis 5S Sel 
jal nos) 985 US 


[All] praise is [due] to Allah, to Whom belongs whatever is in the 
heavens and whatever is in the earth, and to Him belongs [all] praise 
in the Hereafter. And He is the Wise, the Acquainted. He knows 
what penetrates into the earth and what emerges from it and what 
descends from the heaven and what ascends therein. And He is the 
Merciful, the Forgiving. 


19S sgl B 5g tale (Jang Sig cljlaall gle colll hash 
ahi ogi 


[All] praise is [due] to Allah, who created the heavens and the earth 
and made the darkness and the light. Then those who disbelieve 
equate [others] with their Lord. 


454% ds alla 3 Sib 4S gs Us Jo sill i dasll 5, 
ease ths 


And say, ‘Praise to Allah, Who has not taken a son and has had no 
partner in [His] dominion and has no [need of a] protector out of 
weakness; and glorify Him with [great] glorification.’ 


I praise Him, thanking Him for His continuous blessings that He 
bestows upon us and His continual assistance, praising Him as 
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someone who knows that His Guardian loves to be praised. For Him 
belongs all praise, in all circumstances. 


May the peace and blessings of Allah be upon the bringer of glad 
tidings, the warner, the radiant lamp, the best of the sons of Adam, 
who has been described in the Taurah and the Injil. The seal of all 
the Prophets; this is Muhammad. May the peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him, his virtuous family, his chosen companions and 
his wives, the mothers of the believers. 


May Allah grant us and you success in clinging to His obedience, to 
the obedience of His Messenger and sticking to the way of the 
Prophet’s Companions and those who followed them in goodness. 
And may He grant us success to cling to what the Imams from the 
Muslim scholars were upon. May He protect us and you from the 
misguiding innovations. Indeed, He is the All-Hearer, the Most 
Near [through His knowledge]. 
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1. Abi Bakr Ja‘far b. Muhammad al-Firyabi narrated to us saying: Qutaybah b. 
Sa‘id narrated to us saying: Sa’id b. ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Himsi narrated to us 
saying: Mu‘an b. Rifa‘ah al-Salami narrated to us saying: Ibrahim b. ‘Abd al- 
Rahman al-‘Uthri narrated to us saying: 


The Prophet (Acssiesife) said: 

“This knowledge will be carried by the trustworthy ones of 
every generation. They will expel from it the distortions of 
the extremists, the fabrications of the liars and the false 


94 


interpretations of the ignorant. 


NBN Gd te gts Wyle Ae Bt dal a (ud 
choledl alts «gdbersll lest 
f DD SOE 2 


' Hasan Li Ghayrihi [sound due to supporting narrations]. Its chain is Da‘if 


[weak]. 


There are two defects: 


ii. 


It is Mursal [A Tabii narrates something directly from the 
Prophet (A<sa‘eai{) without mention of the intermediary 
narrator]. Ibrahim b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-‘Uthri is not a 
Companion, but a student of the Companions. In addition to 
that his state is unknown. 

Mu 4’n b. Rifa‘ah is weak. 


This Hadith has a number of supporting narrations. Some scholars still 
conclude that it is weak. However, some declared it to be authentic like 
Imam Ahmad. Shaykh Rabi’ graded it to be sound [Hasan] due to 
supporting narrations. [Al-Dhari ah (1/41)] | | 
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2. Abii ‘Abdullah b. Ahmad b. al-Hasan b. ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Siifi informed us 
saying: Abi Rabi’ al-Zahrani narrated to us saying: Hammad b. Zayd narrated 
to us saying: Baqiyah b. al-Walid narrated from Mu ‘an b. Rifa‘ah from Ibrahim 
b. ‘Abd al-Rahmian al-‘Uthri who said: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acsacesiti.) said: 


“This knowledge will be carried by the trustworthy ones 
of every generation. They will expel from it the distortions 
of the extremists, the fabrications of the liars and the false 
interpretations of the ignorant.” 


Te Wad BS 5 ois iA GE EG dll lis 
ialall sis cGleral les 


3. Muhammad b. Bukayr informed us saying that Ibn Salman narrated from ‘Abd 
al-Samad b. Ma‘gil from Wahb b. Munabbih (2&5, ) who said: | 


“The Fagih [scholar] is the righteous, abstinent person who 
clings to the Sunnah. They are the followers of the Prophets 
in every age.”' 


5 oli GUS el sa Ay Ceca Lolghh Gaal Ail 
oF) . 


‘Its chain is Da'‘if [weak]. as there are narrators missing between Imam 
Ajurri and Muhammad b. Bukayr (d. 220H). The latter is definitely not one 
of the Shaykhs of Ajurri as he is from the same generation as the teachers 
of Bukhari. 
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Muhammad b. al-Husayn ('%5) said: 


_ May Allah - through His favor and generosity — make us 
and you from those through whom the Sunnah is revived, 
innovations die, the hearts of the people of truth are 
strengthened and the souls of the people of innovation are 
crushed. 
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1. Chapter 
Mention of the Command to Cling to the Jama‘ah 
[Orthodox Body] and the Prohibition of Splitting. Rather, 
to Adhere [to the Sunnah] and Abandon Innovation 


Muhammad b. al-Husayn (ci%5) ad 
Indeed, Allah — through His blessing and grace — informed us 


in His Book about those who came before us from the People 
of the two Books, the Jews and the Christians, that they 


perished when they divided in their religion. Our Generous 


Guardian told us that what led them to split from the Jama‘ah 
and incline to falsehood, from which they were forbidden, 
was nothing but transgression and jealousy. This occurred 
after they had knowledge that others did not possess. Severe 
transgression and jealousy caused them to become sects, and 
thus they were destroyed. Therefore, our Generous Guardian 
warned us from being similar to them, as [if we imitate them] 


we will iad like they did. 


He (5) commanded us to stick to the Jama‘ah and He 
prohibited us from splitting. Similarly, the Prophet (Acscaity) 
warned us against splitting and commanded us with the 
Jamaah. The Imams who preceded us from scholars of the 
Muslims — all of them - used to command with clinging to 


the Jama‘ah and prohibited splitting. 


If someone was to say: “Mention to us [these verses] so that 
we can avoid what you have mentioned. And Allah is the One 
Who grants us success to traverse upon the path of correct 
conduct.” 


24 


The Book al-Shari‘ah of Imam al-Ajurri 


It is said to him: I will cite what I am able to recall according 
to the level of my knowledge that Allah has given me, as 

advice to my brothers from the people of the Qur’an, the 
people of Hadith, the people of Figh and other than them from 
the Muslims. Allah is the One Who grants us success to attain 
what I intended, and He is the One Who aids [us] to achieve 
this - by the Will of Allah. 


Allah (\ts) said in Sirah al-Bagarah: 
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Mankind were one community and Allah sent Prophets with 
glad tidings and warnings, and with them He sent the Scripture 
in truth to judge between people in matters wherein they 
| _ differed. And only those to whom (the Scripture) was given 
differed concerning it after clear proofs had come unto them 


through hatred, one to another. Then Allah by His Leave guided 
those who believed to the truth of that wherein they differed. 
And Allah guides whom He wills to a Straight Path. 


He ((jle) said: 
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Those Messengers! We preferred some to others; to some of 
them Allah spoke (directly); others He raised in degrees; and 
to 'Isa (Jesus), the son of Maryam (Mary), We gave clear proofs 
and evidences, and supported him with [Jibril (Gabriel) ]. If 
Allah had willed, succeeding generations would not have 
fought against each other, after clear verses of Allah had come 
to them, but they differed - some of them believed and others 
disbelieved. If Allah had willed, they would not have fought 
_ against one another, but Allah does what He likes. 


He (ls) said in Sirah Al ‘Imran: 
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ae religion with Allah is Islam. Those who were given 
the Scripture did not differ except out of mutual jealousy after 
knowledge had come to them. And whoever disbelieves in the 


Ayat (verses and signs) of Allah, then surely, Allah is Swift in 
calling to account. 


He (ils) said in Sirah al-An‘am: 
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Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into sects 
(all kinds of religious sects), you (O Muhammad) have no 
concern with them in the least. Their affair is only with Allah, 
Who then will tell them what they used to do. 


He (Sls) said in Sarah Yunus: 
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Indeed, We settled the Children of Israel in an honorable 
dwelling place, and provided them with good things, and they 
differed not until the knowledge came to them. Verily, Allah 
will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection in that 
in which they used to differ. 


He (Sts) said in Sirah Ha Mim ‘Ayn Sin Qaf: 
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And they divided not till after knowledge had come to them 
through selfish transgression between themselves. And had it 
not been for a Word that went forth before from your Lord 
for an appointed term, the matter would have been settled 
between them. And verily, those who were made to inherit 
the Scripture after them are in grave doubt concerning it. 
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He (,jls) said in Sarah: 


Those who disbelieve from among the people of the Scripture 
and among the polytheists, were not going to leave (their 
disbelief) until there came to them clear evidence: 
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And the people of the Scripture differed not until after there 
came to them clear evidence and whatever was revealed to 

him. And they were commanded not, but that they should 
worship Allah, and worship none but Him Alone (abstaining 
from ascribing partners to Him), perform the Prayer and give 
Zakah: and that is the right religion. 


Muhammad b. al-Husayn (425) said: 


Our Generous Guardian told us that they were given 
knowledge, yet some transgressed against others and some 
were jealous of others, until this culminated in them splitting, 
so they were destroyed. 


_Ifsomeone was to say: 
“Where are the places in the Qur’an where Allah prohibits us 
from imitating them, so that we can avoid this division that 


our Guardian has warned us about, so that — instead — we can 
stick to the Jama‘ah?” 
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It is said to him: Allah (lx) said in Sirah Al ‘Imran: 


| 


ATA 
353) Sele ah Cs ox si si a 


ag 


O you who believe! Fear Allah ‘5 doing all that He has 
ordered and by abstaining from all that He has forbidden) as 
He should be feared. [Obey Him, be thankful to Him, and 
remember Him always], and die not except in a state of Islam 
(as Muslims) with complete submission to Allah. And hold 
fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allah (i.e. this Qur’an), 
and be not divided among yourselves, and remember Allah’s 
Favor on you, for you were enemies one to another but He 
joined your hearts together. 


Until His Saying: 
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And be not as those who divided and differed among 
themselves after the clear proofs had come to them. It is they 
for whom there is an awful torment. 


He (lx) said in Sirah al-An ‘am: 
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And verily, this is my Straight Path, sO follow it, and follow 
not (other) paths, for they will separate you away from His 
Path. This He has ordained for you that you may become 
pious. 


He ((jls) said in Siirah Ha Mim ‘Ayn Sin Qaf: 
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He (Allah) has ordained for you the same religion (Islam) 
which He ordained for Nah (Noah), and that which We have 
inspired in you (O Muhammad), and that which We ordained 
for Ibrahim (Abraham), Miis4 (Moses) and ‘Isa (Jesus) saying 
you should establish religion (i.e. to do what it orders you to 
do practically), and make no divisions in it (religion). 
Intolerable for the Mushrikin [polytheists], is that to which _ 
you (O Muhammad) call them. Allah chooses for Himself — 
whom He wills, and guides unto Himself who turns to Him 
in repentance and in obedience. 


He (,j\s) said in Sirah al- Rim: 
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(Always) Turning in repentance to Him (only) and be afraid 
and dutiful to Him; and perform As-Salat (Iqamat-as-Salat) 
and be not of Al-Mushrikiin [polytheists] of those who split 
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up their religion and became sects, each sect rejoicing in that 
which is with it. 


Muhammad b. al-Husayn (4%5) said: 


Can there be a clarification more beneficial than this for the 
one who understands what Allah is Saying and contemplates 
over what His Generous Guardian is warning him against 
from splitting? 


Furthermore, know — may Allah have mercy upon us and you 
— that Allah (dls) has told us and you in His Book that 


| differing will definitely occur between His creation, so that 
He misguides those whom He wills and guides those whom 
He wills. Allah has made this an admonition about which the 
believers can reflect, so that they can avoid splitting, cling to 
the Jama‘ah, forsake argumentation and quarrelling in the 
religion. Thus, they follow and do not innovate. 


If someone a to say: “Where i this in the Book of Allah?” 
It is said to him: 
Allah (jts) said in Sirah Haid: 
ll aaa arent 35 
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And if your Lord had so willed, He could surely have made 
mankind one nation, but they will not cease to disagree. 
Except him on whom your Lord has bestowed His Mercy and 
for that did He create them. And the Word of your Lord has 
been fulfilled (ie. His Saying): ‘Surely, I shall fill Hell with the 
Jinn and men all together.’ And all that We relate to you (O 
Muhammad) of the news of the Messengers is in order that 
We may make strong and firm your heart thereby. And in this 
(chapter of the Qur’an) has come to you the truth, as well as 
an admonition and a reminder for the believers. 


Also, Allah (its) commanded His Prophet (Assisi) to follow 
what was revealed to him and to not follow the desires of the 
previous nations as it relates to the matters they differed in, 
and he did this; he (Acs«teai{i-) warned his nation from 
differing, self-amazement and following desires. 


Allah (ls) said in Surah Ha Mim al-Jathiyah: 
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Indeed, We gave the Children of Isra’ll the Scripture, and the 
understanding of the Scripture and its laws, and the 
Prophethood; and provided them with good things, and 


preferred them above the creation. And We gave them clear 
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proofs in matters. They differed not until after the knowledge 
came to them, through envy among themselves. Verily, Your 
Lord will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection 
about that wherein they used to differ. Then We have put you 
(O Muhammad) on a plain way of (Our) commandment [like 
the one which We commanded Our Messengers before you.] 
So follow that, and follow not the desires of those who know 
not. Verily, they can avail you nothing against Allah. Verily, 
the wrong-doers are protectors to one another, but Allah is 
the Protector of the pious. 


Then He (%) said: 
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_ This (Qur’an) is a clear insight and evidence for mankind, and 


a guidance and a mercy for people who have Faith with | 
certainty. 


- Abi Bakr ‘Umar b. Sa‘id al-Qaratisi narrated to us saying: Ahmad b. Mansiir 
al-Ramadi narrated to us saying: Abii Salih ‘Abdullah b. Salih narrated to me 
saying: Mu‘awiyah b. Salih narrated to me saying: from ‘Ali b. Aba Talhah 


from Ibn ‘Abbas [that he said] concerning the Saying of Allah: 


eed 16% aio 19858 Gull 8) 
‘Indeed, those who split up their religion and became 


sects.’ 


And His Saying: 
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‘And be not as those he divided and differed among 
themselves.’ 


And His Saying: 


dee te WS bg AS wed & cll Ub 


‘So as for those in whose hearts there is a deviation (from 
the truth) they follow that which is not entirely clear 
thereof.’ 


And His Saying: 


‘But they (men) have broken their religion among them 
into sects.’ 


And His Saying: 
Iyetls oe 
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‘And it has already a revealed to you in the Book 
(this Qur’an) that when you hear the Verses of Allah 
being denied and mocked at, then sit not with them.’ 


And His Saying: 


‘And follow not (other) paths, for they will separate you 
away from His Path.’ 
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And His Saying: 


“aud \goS Vs Spall Wgadl x 
‘You should ikea religion (i.e. to do what it orders 
you to do practically) and make no divisions in it 


(religion).’ 
Ibn ‘Abbas (xadiis5) said: 


“Allah commanded the believers with the Jama‘ah and 
He prohibited them from differing and splitting; and 
He informed them that those who came before them 
were destroyed due to argumentation and quarrelling 


in the religion of Allah (Uls).” 
Muhammad b. al-Husayn (é\%5) said: 


This is what I can recall from the verses where Allah 
commanded the nation of Muhammad to cling to the 
Jama ah and avoid splitting. 


If someone was to say: 


“Mention from the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah 
‘(Acsscesife) where he warned his nation from this.” 


It is said to him: 


' Its chain is Da‘if [weak]. In the chain of narration is ‘Abdullah b. Salih, the 
writer of Layth, and he is weak. 
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Yes. It is obligatory upon you to listen to this, and to avoid 
splitting and to cling to the Jama‘ah. We seek the aid of 
Allah, the Most Great in this. 
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2. Chapter: 
Mention of the Prophet’s Command to his Nation to 
Cling to the Jama ah and Him Warning Them from 
Splitting 


5. ‘Abdullah b. al-‘Abbas al-Tayalisi narrated to us saying: Sa‘iid b. Yahya al- 
Umawi narrated to us saying: Abii Bakr b. ‘Ayyash narrated to us saying: 
from ‘Asim from Zirr from ‘Umar b. Khattab (£25) who said: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acsecesifie) said: 


“Whoever desires the best part of Paradise, then let him 
cling to the Jama‘ah. Indeed, the Devil is with one and he 
is further from two.”! | 
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6. Abii Muhammad Yahy4 b. Muhammad b. Sa‘d narrated to us saying: Sa‘td b. 
Yahya al-Umawi narrated to us saying: Abii Bakr b. ‘Ayyash narrated to us 


Jr ihe 


saying: from ‘Asim from Zirr who said that ‘Umar b. Khattab (eects) 
delivered a sermon in Sham and said: 


“The Messenger of Allah (Acsueaijie) stood up like I am 
standing among you today and said, ‘Whoever desires the 
best part of Paradise, then let him cling to the Jama‘ah. 
Indeed, the Devil is with one and he is further from two.” 


| Sahih Li Ghayrihi [authentic due to supporting narrations]. This hadith 
narrated by ‘Umar has been declared Sahih [authentic] by Albani in al- 
Sahithah (1/792). 
2 Sahih [authentic]. 

37 


The Book al-Shari ah of Imam al-Ajurri 


ba wl Ms Se fing ace bl Jae a Sys 
Se 585 ols pa lan ‘le 4 a0\ss | Shale ea A git sh5I 


Jal ys 


7. Abi Bakr Ja‘far b. Muhammad al-Firyabi narrated to us saying: Hudbah 
b. Khalid narrated to us saying: Aban b. Yazid narrated to us saying: 
Yahya b. Abi Kathir narrated to us saying: Zayd narrated to him saying: 
Abii Sallam narrated to him saying: al-Hiarith al-Ash‘ari narrated to him 
that: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acsacletife) said: 


stndced. Allah commanded Yahya b. Zakariyah to 
implement five commands and to order the Children of 
Isra’il to implement them.” He mentioned the entire Hadith. 


And the Messenger of Allah (Assets) said: 


“And I order you with five commandments that Allah has 
ordered me with: Cling to the Jama‘ah, to listen to and obey 
[your leaders], Hijrah [migration] and Jihad in the path of 
Allah. Whoever abandons the Jama‘ah, even the distance of 
a hand span, will have removed the yoke of Islam from his 
head, until he returns.” ! 
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' Sahih [authentic]. Shaykh Albani declared it authentic in his checking of 
Mishkah (no. 3694). 
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8. Al-Firyabi narrated to us saying: Ubaid Allah b. ‘Umar al-Qawariri 
narrated to us saying: Hammad b. Zayd narrated to us saying: Ayyib 
narrated to us saying: from Gaylan b. Jarir from Ziyad b. Riyah al-Qaysi 
from Abii Hurairah who said: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acssckeaifi) said: 


“Whoever departs from obedience, abandons the Jama‘ah 
and dies, then they die a death of the pre-Islamic times of 
ignorance.” ’ 
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9. Abi Bakr ‘Abdullah b. Abi Dawiid al-Sijistant narrated to us saying: 
Muhammad b. Bashar and Muhammad b. al-Muthanna narrated to us 
saying: Muhammad b. Ja‘far narrated to them saying: from Shu'‘bah from 
Gaylan b. Jarir from Ziyad b. Riyah al-Qaysi from Abii Hurairah who 
said: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acsacesifis) said: 


“Whoever abandons the Jamda‘ah and departs from 
obedience (to the ruler) then dies, they die the death of pre- 
Islamic times of ignorance. Whoever attacks my nation, the 
righteous and the wicked alike, sparing not the believers 
and fulfilling not his promise made with those who have 
been given a covenant of security, he is not from my nation. 
Whoever is killed under an unclear banner, getting angry 


' Sahih [authentic]. Muslim (no. 1848). 
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due to nationalism, fighting for nationalism and calling to 
nationalism, they die the death of pre-Islamic times of 
ignorance.” The wording of the Hadith is that of Abi 
Misa. 
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10. Abi Muhammad. b. Sa‘id narrated to us saying: Muhammad b. Sulayman 
Luwayn narrated to us saying: Hammad b. Zayd narrated to us saying: 
from Ayyib narrated to us saying: from Gaylan b. Jarir from Ziyad b. 
Riyah from Abii Hurairah (adil) who said: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acssccsife) said: 


“Whoever departs from obedience and abandons the 
Jama ah, and then ne they die a death of the pre- -Islamic 
times of ignorance.”? 
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11. Abi Bakr ‘Abdullah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Wasiti narrated 
to us saying: Abii Hisham al-Rifai narrated to us saying: Abii Bakr b. 
aj narrated to us saying: from ‘Asim from Zirr from ‘Abdullah 
(&eai25) who said: 


| Sahih [authentic]. Muslim (no. 1848). 
2 Sahih [authentic]. 
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“We were sitting with the Prophet (Acai) and he 
recited: | 
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‘And verily, this is my Straight Path, so follow it, and 
follow not (other) paths, for they will separate you away 
from His Path...’ 


He drew a line and said: ‘This is the Straight Path.’ Then 
he drew [divergent] lines around it, and said: ‘These 
divergent paths, there is not one except that there is a devil 
upon it, calling to it. 


9994 


ie ie “ ee SOO a ae Aon. ee 
as - Nm ae] SE gol 24 ~ w All Wn le ls |e 
eee bl po Me Sl5] \pia alle 20) Lo cll Ste Lage US 
4 Has (WF 2 Hh 2s he ae a ‘t he ay vA kg 
Ad» :Jleb LS 55 [alae bX 550 edd Laud Ys 3 hsb 
qs wee Zs Ais og Sey Ne an HEAP Se aH « ah Avie 
> Jedce Une \s3 en od TaN cles al 55 is « «blpall 
At ao, 3 & ela- 
as)) 65 Slats ailey 
12. Ibn ‘Abd al-Hamid also narrated to us saying: Zuhayr b. Muhammad al- 
Marwazi narrated to us saying: Sulayman b. Harb informed us saying: 


Hammad b. Zayd narrated to us saying: from ‘Asim b. Bahdalah from 
Aba Wa'll from ‘Abdullah who said: 


“One day, the Messenger of Allah (Acsseaiii-) drew a line. 
He drew this line in the earth with his finger, saying: ‘This 


| Sahih Li Ghayrihi [authentic due to supporting narrations]. Shaykh Albani 


declared it to be Sahih Li Ghayrihi in his checking of Takhrij al-Sunnah of 
Ibn Abii ‘Asim (16 & 17). 
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is the path of Allah.’ Then he drew lines to the right and left 
of it, saying: ‘These are [divergent] paths, upon each of 
these paths is a devil calling to it.’ Then he recited, 


: 28 Ae Giz 1 Me 6 3 4 y- 
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‘And verily, this is my Straight Path, so follow it, and follow 
not (other) paths, for they will separate you away from His 
Path. This He has ordained for you that you may become 
pious.” Meaning these are the lines to the right and the left.’ 
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13. Abii Ja‘far b. Ahmad b. Ishaq b. al-Bahlil al-Qadr narrated to us saying: 
Abi Sa‘td Abdullah b. Sa‘id al-Ashajj narrated to us saying: Abii Khalid al- 
Ahmar narrated to us saying: from Mujalid from al-Sha‘bi from Jabir who 
said: 


“We were with the Prophet (Acs) and he drew a line 
and he drew two lines to the right of it and two lines to the 
left. Then he placed his hand upon the middle line, saying: 
‘This is the path of Allah.’ Then he read the verse: 


| Sahih Li Ghayrihi [authentic due to supporting narrations]. 
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‘And verily, this is my Straight Path, so follow it, and follow 
not (other) paths, for they will separate you away from His 
Path. This He has ordained for you that you may become 
pious.’ 
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Al-Firyabi narrated to us saying: Maymiin b. Asbagh and Abii Mas‘iid 
Ahmad b. al-Farat both narrated to us saying: ‘Abdullah b. Salih - Aba 
Salih — narrated to us saying: Mu‘awiyah b. Salih narrated to us saying: 
‘Abd al-Rahman b. Jubayr narrated to him from his father from al-N awwas 
b. al-Sam‘an who said: 


47 3 Ga 


“The Messenger of Allah (Acsacleai{s) said: 


‘Allah has given a parable of the straight path. On the two 
sides of this path, there are two walls and open doors. On 
these doors, there are draping curtains. On the gate of this 
path there is a caller saying, ‘O people, come and enter the 
straight path — all together — and do not deviate.' There is 
also another caller that is above the path, who says when a 
person wants to open any of these doors, ‘Woe to you. Do 
not open this door, for if you open it, you will enter it.’ 
The (straight) path is Islam, the curtains are Allah’s set 
limits, and the open doors are Allah’s prohibitions. The 
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caller at the head of the path is the Book of Allah and the 
caller from above the path is the admonition of Allah, 
which is present in the heart of every Muslim.” 
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15. Abii Bakr b. Abii Dawiid narrated to us saying: Yazid b. Muhammad b. 
‘Abd al-Samad narrated to us saying: Adam b. Abii Ilyas narrated to us 
saying: al-Layth b. S‘ad narrated to us saying: from Mu‘awiyah b. Salih 
from ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Jubayr from his father from al-Nawwas b. al- 
Sam ‘an 1 al-Ansari who said: 


“The Mcsenpes of Allah (de cgactctifivo) said: 


‘Allah has given a parable of the straight path. On the two 
sides of this path, there are two walls containing doors. On 
these doors, there are draping curtains. On the gate of this 
path there is a caller saying, ‘O people, come and enter the 
straight path — all together — and do not deviate.' There is 
also another caller that is above the path, who says when a 
person wants to open any of these doors, ‘Woe to you. Do 


' Sahih [authentic]. Shaykh Albani declared it to be Sahih meeting the 
conditions of Muslim in his checking of Takhrij al-Sunnah of Ibn Abi 
‘Asim (18). 
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not open this door; for if you open it, you will enter it.’ 
The (straight) path is Islam, the curtains’ are Allah’s set 
limits, and the open doors are Allah’s prohibitions. The 
caller at the head of the path is the Book of Allah and the 
caller from above the path is the admonition of Allah, 
which is present i in the heart of every Muslim.”” 
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16. Al-Firyabi narrated to us saying: Uthman b. Abi Shaybah narrated to us 
saying: Jarir narrated to us saying: from Mansiir from Abi Wa’il who said 


that ‘Abdullah said: 


“Indeed, the straight path is surrounded by devils, calling out: 
‘O slave of Allah, come towards this path,’ in order to block 
people from the path of Allah. Therefore, cling to the rope of 
Allah, as it is the Book of Allah.” 


' In some versions of this hadith ‘the two walls’ is mentioned. 
2 Sahih [authentic]. 
> Sahih [authentic]. 


45 


The Book al-Shari'ah of Imam al-Ajurri 


ia da Al Se bg hk Gb EI obs poe Dial le 4) 
ip abl Mis SB Al J Ista call Jue b6 Iyuted Lipa 
Al OS 


17. Abii Shu‘ayb ‘Abdullah b. al-Hasan al-Harrani narrated to us saying: my 


18. 


grandfather narrated to us saying: Miis4 b. A‘yan narrated to us saying: from 
Ismail b. Abii Khalid from Mujalid b. Said from al-Sha‘bi from Thabit b. 
Qutbah that ‘Abdullah b. Mas‘iid said during his sermon: 


“O mankind, cling to obedience and the Jama‘ah. Verily, it is the 

rope of Allah, with which Allah commanded. That which you. 
detest about the Jama‘ah is better than what you love of 
splitting.” 
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Abii Bakr ‘Abdullah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Wasiti narrated to us 


saying: Zuhayr b. Muhammad al-Marwazi narrated to us saying: ‘Abdullah b. 
Miisa narrated to us saying: from ‘Is4 al-Hannat from al- Sha‘bi who said: 


“It used to be said, “Whoever desires the best part of 
Paradise, then let him cling to the Jama‘ah of the Muslims.” 
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' The chain is Hasan [sound]. 
? The chain is Da‘if Jiddan [very weak]. In the chain is ‘Is4 al-Hannit, and 
his narrations are rejected. 
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19. Ibn ‘Abd al-Hamid also narrated to us saying: Zuhayr b. Muhammad narrated 
to us saying: Sulayman b. Harb narrated to us saying: Hammad b. Zayd 
narrated to us saying: from ‘Asim al-Ahwal who said that Abii ‘Aliyah said: 


“Learn Islam. If you learn it, do not depart from it. Cling 
to the straight path, as verily it is Islam. Do not deviate to 
the right or the left of this path. Cling to the Sunnah of 
your Prophet (Assi) and that which his Companions 
were upon. Indeed, we read the Qur’an fifteen years before 
they perpetrated this act. Beware of these innovations that 
incite hatred and animosity between the people.” He said, 
“I narrated this to al-Hasan, and he said: ‘He spoke the 
truth and offered sincere advice.’ I narrated this to Hafsah 
Bint Sirin, and she said: ‘O my son, did you narrate this to 
Muhammad?’ I said: ‘No.’ She said: ‘Then inform him.” 
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Muhammad b. al-Husayn (4\425) said: 


“A sign that Allah wants good for a person is that the 
individual treads this path: The Book of Allah, the Sunan 


| Sahih [authentic]. 
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of the Messenger of Allah (Acssxeaiti) and the Sunan of his 
Companions (#2) and those who followed them in 
goodness; and to what the Imams of the Muslims were 
upon in each land up until the latter scholars such as al- 
Awzai, Sufyan al-Thawri, Malik b. Anas, al-Shafi’, 
Ahmad b. Hanbal, al-Qasim b. Sallam and those who were 
upon the same path as theirs. Furthermore, that they 
abandon every doctrine denounced by these scholars. 


We will clarify exactly what they were pleased with - 
if Allah wills.” 
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3. Chapter: 
Mention of the Splitting of the Nations in Their Religion 
and the Extent of the Splitting of This Nation 


Muhammad b. al-Husayn (a5) said: 

“The Prophet (Acsseaif-) informed that the nation of Miis4 
(siatck) differed [and split] into seventy-one sects, all in the 
Fire except one. He (Acsseaif~) informed that the nation of 
‘Is4 (stile) differed [and split] into seventy-two sects, 
seventy-one in the Fire and one in Paradise. 

He (Acgacesifie) said: 

“My nation will surpass the two groups, as they exceed 

y rp group bg 
them by one sect: Seventy-two of them are in the Fire and 


one in Paradise.” 


He was then asked (Acsa‘eai{i>) about the saved sect, and he 
said in the Hadith: 


“They are upon what J and my Companions are upon.” 
In another Hadith: 
“They are the aie body.” 
In another Hadith, he said: 


“One is in Paradise, and they are the Jama‘ah.” 
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I say: The meaning of these [narrations] i is the same — if Allah 
wills. 


20. Abi Bakr b. Abii Dawiid narrated to us saying: al-Musayyib b. al-Wadih 
narrated to us saying: I heard Yiisuf b. Asbat say: 


“The origins of innovations are four: the Rawafid, the 
Khawarij, the Qadariyah and the Murji’ah. Then from each 
sect there branched eighteen sects. This is seventy-two sects, 
and the seventy-third is the Jama‘ah about which the Prophet 
(AcsacKesifs) said: ‘It is the saved sect.” 
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21. Abii Muhammad ‘Abdullah b. Salih al-Bukhari informed us saying: ‘Abdah 
b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Marwazi narrated to us saying: al-Nadr b. Shumay! 
informed us saying: Muhammad b. ‘Amr narrated to us saying: from Abii 
Salamah from Abi Hurairah who said: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acsaceaiqie) said: 


“The Jews and the Christians split into seventy-one and 
seventy-two sects. My nation will split into seventy-three 
sects.” 


' Hasan |sound]. 
? Hasan [sound]. Shaykh Albani declared it to be Hasan [sound] al-Sahthah 
(203). 
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Dates 
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22. Abi Bakr b. Abi Dawid narrated to us saying: Ali b. Khasram narrated to 


2% 


us saying: al-Fadl b. Miis4 informed us saying: Muhammad b. ‘Amr 
narrated to us saying: from Abii Salamah from Abii Hurairah (&eé5) who 
said: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acsscesifi) said: 


“The Jews split into seventy-one sects or seventy-two sects. 
The Christians split into seventy-one sects or seventy-two 


4 


sects. My nation will split into seventy-three sects. 
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Abii ‘Abdullah Ahmad b. al-Hasan b. ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Siifi informed us 
saying: al-Haytham b. Kharijah narrated to us saying: Ismail b. ‘Ayyash 


narrated to us saying: from ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Ziyad b. An‘um from 
‘Abdullah b. Yazid from ‘Abdullah b. ‘Amr (&2éit5) who said that: 


4 


The Prophet (Acsaceaife) said: 


“What befell the Children of Isra’l will befall my nation. 
The Children of Isra’ll split into seventy-two sects. Indeed, 
my nation will split into seventy-three sects. They will 
exceed them. All of them are in the Fire except one sect.” 
They said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, who is this one?’ He 


' Hasan [sound]. 
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replied (Asset): “What I am upon and my 
Companions.” 
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24. Abii Fadl Ja‘far b. Muhammad al-Sandali narrated to us saying: Abii Bakr 
b. Zanjawayh narrated to us saying: Muhammad b. Yusuf al-Firyabi 
narrated to us saying: Sufyan — meaning al-Thawri — narrated to us saying: 
from ‘Abd al-Rahmin b. Ziyad from ‘Abdullah b. Yazid from ‘Abdullah b. 
‘Amr who said that: 


The a of Allah (Acsaesife) said: 


“What befell the Children of Isra’7ll will befall my nation, 
in the same manner, step by step. The Children of Isra7l 
split into seventy-two sects. Indeed, my nation will split 
into seventy-three sects. All of them are in the Fire except 
one sect.” They said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, who are they?’ 
He replied (Asses): “What I am upon and my 
Companions are upon today.” 


‘ Hasan Li Ghayrihi [sound due to supporting narrations]. The chain is 
[Daf] weak. The narrator ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Ziyad b. An‘um al-Ifriqi is 
weak. However, some scholars have declared this hadith to be Hasan 
_ [sound] in light of the supporting narrations. Al-Sahihah (204). 

? Hasan Li Ghayrihi [sound]. See notes on previous hadith. Al-Sahihah 
(204). | 
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25. i. Abii Shu‘ayb ‘Abdullah b. al-Hasan al-Harrani narrated to us saying: 
‘Asim b. ‘Ali narrated to us saying: Abii M‘ashar narrated to us saying... 


ii. Abii ‘Abdullah Ahmad b. al-Hasan b. ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Sifi narrated 
to us saying: Muhammad b. Bakkar narrated to us saying: Abi M‘ashar 
narrated to us saying: from Ya‘gib b. Zayd b. Talhah from Zayd b. Aslam 
from Anas b. Malik (eéiiz5) who mentioned a long Hadith, part of it was 
that: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acss‘ccif) mentioned to them the 
nations saying, “The nation of Miis4 (tala) splic into 
seventy-one sects. Seventy are in the Fire and one is in 
| Paradise. The nation of ‘Is4 (ste) split into seventy-two 
sects. Seventy-one are in the Fire and one is in Paradise.” 


The Messenger of Allah (Acsacesit) said: 


“My nation will surpass the two groups by one sect. 
| Seventy-two of them are in the Fire and one is in Paradise.” 
They said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, who are they?’ He 
replied: “They are the Jama‘ah.”! | 


* Sahih Li Ghayrihi [authentic due to other narrations]. The chain is [Da‘f| 
weak. The narrator Abii M‘ashar is weak. Refer to Al-Sahihah (204). 
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Ya‘qub b. Zayd said: 


When ‘Ali b. Abii Talib used to narrate this Hadith from the 
Messenger of Allah (Acseccaifi~) he would also recite the 
Qur'an, relating to this: 
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And of the people of Miis4 (Moses) there is a community 
who lead (the men) with truth and establish justice 
therewith (i.e. judge men with truth and justice). 


Then he would mention the nation of ‘Isi, and he would 
recite: 
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And if only the people of the Scripture had believed (in 
Muhammad) and warded off evil (sin, ascribing partners to 
Allah) and had become pious. We would indeed have 
blotted out their sins and admitted them to Gardens of 
pleasure (in Paradise). And if only they had acted according 
to the Taurah (Torah), the Injil (Gospel), and what has 
(now) been sent down to them from their Lord (the 
Qur’an), they would surely have gotten provision from 
above them and from underneath their feet. There are from 
among them people who are on the right course, but many 
of them do evil deeds. 
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Then he would mention our nation and he would recite: 


3 
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And of those whom We have created, there is a 
community who guides (others) with the truth and 
establishes justice therewith. 


26. Abi ‘Ubaid ‘Ali b. al-Husayn b. Harb al-Qadi informed us saying: al-Hasan b. 
Muhammad b. al-Sabbah al-Za‘farani narrated to us saying: Shababah, 
meaning Ibn Sawar narrated to us saying: Sulayman b. Tarif narrated to us 
saying: from Anas b. Malik who said: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acssceaifie): 


“O Ibn Sallam, into how many [sects] did the Children of 
Isra'll split?” He said: “Seventy-one sects or seventy-two sects. 
All of them bore witness that the others were upon 
misguidance.” They said, “Can you inform us of the state of 
your nation when they split after you have departed from this 
world?” 


The Prophet of Allah (Acssceaife) said: 


“Certainly. Indeed, the Children of Isra7l split as you 
mentioned; and my nation will split as the Children of Isra7l 
split. However, there will be an additional sect, which was 
not present among the Children of Isra%l.”' And he 
mentioned the Hadith. 


’ Da‘if [weak]. The narrator Sulayman b. Tarif is weak. Al-Sahihah (1/406). 
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27. Abii ‘Abdullah Ahmad b Abi ‘Awfal-Baziiri narrated to us saying: Suwayd 
b. Sa‘id narrated to us saying: Mubarak b. Suhaym narrated to us saying: 
from ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Suhayb from Anas that: 


The Prophet (Acsaxeaii) said: 


“The Children of Isra7il split into seventy-one sects. Verily, 
my nation will split into seventy-three sects; all of them in 
the Fire except the main body.” 
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28. Abii Bakr ‘Abdullah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Wasiti narrated 
- to us saying: Zuhayr b. Muhammad al-Marwazi narrated to us saying: 
Abmad b. ‘Abdullah b. Yiinus narrated to us saying: Abii Bakr b. ‘Ayyash 
narrated to us saying: from Misd b. ‘Ubaydah from the daughter of S‘ad 
from her father who said: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acssceaifhz): 


“The Children of Isra’l split into seventy-one sects. The 
nights and days will not cease until my nation will split like 
that [or he said, ‘similar to this’]. Each sect is in the Fire except 
for one, and it is the Jama‘ah.”” 


' Hasan Li Ghayrihi [sound due to supporting narrations]. The chain itself 
is very [Da‘if] weak. The narrator Mubarak b. Suhaym is weak. 

? Sahih Li Ghayrihi [authentic due to other narrations]. The chain is [Da‘f] 
weak. The narrator Miisd b. ‘Ubaydah i is weak. 
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29. Ibrahim b. Miisé al-Jawzi narrated to us saying: Muhammad b. Hariin - 
Abii Nashit — and Ibrahim b. Hani al-Naysabiiri both narrated to us saying: 
Abii al-Mughirah narrated to us saying: Safwan narrated to us saying: 
Azhar b. ‘Abdullah al-Harazi narrated to me saying: from Abii ‘Amir al- 
Hawzani from Mu‘awiyah b. Abi Sufyan that: 


“He [Mu awiyah b. Abii Sufyan] stood among us, after he led 
the people in the Dhuhr prayer in Makkah, and said, ‘Indeed, 
the Messenger of Allah (Acsxeaifi~) stood among us and said, 
‘Verily, the People of the Book who came before you split 
into seventy-two sects, and this nation will be split into 
seventy-three. Seventy-two of them are in the Fire and one 
of them are in Paradise; and it is the Jama‘ah.”” 
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Muhammad b. al-Husayn (4i\%5) said: 


May Allah have mercy upon the servant who is wary of 
these sects, stays far away from innovations, adheres [to the 


' Sahih [authentic]. Al-Sahihah (204). 
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texts], does not innovate and clings to the narrations; he 
pursues the straight path and seeks the aid of His Generous 
Guardian. | 


30. Abii Bakr b. Abi Dawiid al-Sijistani narrated to us saying: Muhammad b. 
Bashar narrated to us saying: Mu ‘adh narrated to us saying: Ibn ‘Awn 
narrated to us saying: from Muhammad — meaning Ibn Sirin — who said: 


“If a man adheres to the narrations, then he is upon the 
correct path.”! 
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! Sahih [authentic]. 
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4. Chapter: | 
Mention of the Prophet’s Fear for His Nation and Him 
Warning Them from the Ways of the Previous Nations 


31. Ahmad b. Yahya al-Hulwani narrated to us saying: Ahmad b. ‘Abdullah b. 
Yiinus narrated to us saying: Ibn Abi Dh’ib narrated to us saying: from Sa'‘id 
al-Magburi from Abii Hurairah who said: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acsacesif) said: 


“My nation will surely imitate ie deeds of the previous nations 
and generations and follow them very closely, handspan by 
handspan, cubit by cubit.” It was said, ‘O Allah’s Messenger 
(Acsaesif.), are you referring to what was done by the Persians 
and the Romans?’ The Prophet (Asset) replied, “Which 
people can it be other than them?” 
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32. Abi Bakr ‘Abdullah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Wsiti narrated to 
us saying: Zuhayr b. Muhammad al-Marwazi narrated to us saying: Sunayd 
b. Dawid informed us saying: Hajjaj narrated to me saying: Ibn Juraij 
narrated to me saying: Ziyad b. S‘ad informed me saying: from Muhammad 
b. Zayd b. al-Muhajir from Abi Sa‘id al-Magburi from Abu Hurairah who 
said: 


The Prophet (Acss‘iexi{k) said: 


' Sahih [authentic]. Bukhari (7319). Look at the goumene of Shaykh 
Albani on al-Tahawiyah (p. 260). 
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“You will certainly follow the ways of those who came before 
you, handspan by handspan, cubit by cubit and Ba‘ by Ba’, even 
if they entered a lizard hole you will enter it too.”! 
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33. Ibn ‘Abd al-Hamid also narrated to us saying: Zuhayr b. Muhammad 
narrated to us saying: Ismail b. Abii Awais informed us saying: Kathir b. 
‘Abdullah b. ‘Amr b. ‘Awf al-Muzani narrated to us saying: from his father 
from his grandfather who said: 


“We were sitting around the Messenger of Allah (Acjuccaifle) 
in his Masjid in Madinah, and Jibril came with revelation — and 
he mentioned a long Hadith in which he said: ‘Jibril came to 
help you implement your religion [correctly]. You will surely 
walk upon the paths of the people who came before you, 
footstep by footstep; and you will surely imitate their ways, 
handspan by handspan, cubit by cubit and Ba‘ by Ba‘, even if 
they entered a lizard hole you will enter it too.” 
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I Sahih [authentic]. Shaykh Albani ailienicated| it in al-Sunnah of Ibn Abi 
‘Asim (72). 

? Da‘if Jiddan [very weak]. The narrator Kathir b. ‘Abdullah is weak. Shaykh 
Albani declared it weak in al-Sunnah of Ibn Abii ‘Asim (45). 
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34. Abii al-Qasim ‘Abdullah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Baghawi 
informed us saying: ‘Ali b. al-J‘ad narrated to us saying: ‘Abd al-Hamid b. 
Bahram informed us saying: Shahr — meaning Ibn Hawshab — narrated to us 
saying: ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Ghanm narrated to us saying that Shadad b. Aws 
narrated to him from: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acsaesi{) that he said: 


“The vilest of this nation will carry the ways of those who came 
before them, like one feather of an arrow matches another.”! 
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35. Ishaq b. Abi Hasan al-Anmati narrated to us saying: Hisham b. ‘Ammar al- 
Dimashqi narrated to us saying: ‘Abd al-Hamid b. Habib b. Aba al-‘Ishrin 
narrated to us saying: al-Awzai narrated to us saying: Yunus b. Yazid 
narrated to us saying: from Zuhri from al-Sunabihi from Hudhayfah b. al- 
Yaman who said: 


“You will surely follow the ways of those who came before 
you, footstep by footstep. You will not escape their path and it 
will not escape you. The knots of Islam will certainly be untied, 
knot by knot. The first to be untied will be Khushi‘ 
[submissiveness in Prayer], until you will not find a person 


possessing Khushi’. A people will say, ‘There is no hypocrisy 


' Sahih Li Ghayrihi [authentic due to supporting narrations]. Shaykh Albani 
declared this hadith to be authentic in al-Sahihah (3312). 


61 


The Book al-Shari‘ah of Imam al-Ajurri 


remaining in the nation of Muhammad.’ What about the 
[neglect visible in the] five daily Prayers? The people who 
came before us went astray to such a degree that none among 
them prayed a Prayer. They are the deniers of the Divine 
Decree; they are among the reasons for the appearance of the 
Dajjal. Allah has made it incumbent upon Himself to place 
them in the ranks of the Dajjal.” 
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SEAL reso : ii dtl fe is no 


Muhammad b. al-Husayn (4\425) said: 


If an astute person of knowledge was to examine the affair 
of this nation, they would realize that the majority — that 
which is common among them — proceed upon the ways 
of the people of the two Books, just as the Prophet 
(Acsacletif) said, upon the ways of Kisra and Qaysar, and 
upon the ways of the people of pre-Islamic times of 
ignorance. 


' Sahih [authentic]. Shaykh Rabi’ stated: “This hadith is has the ruling of 
bring Marfu' [from the Prophet], as this could not be stated based solely on 
opinion.” [1/84] 
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This is [visible] in the Sultanate and their rulings and in the 
judgements of the administrators, governors and others. [It 
is visible] at times of affliction and celebrations, and in 
matters of accommodation, clothing, adornment, eating, 
drinking, feasts, transportation, the servants [workforce], 
gatherings, social communication, buying, selling and 
earnings and from many other angles. 


These affairs occur between them in a manner that opposes 
the Book and the Sunnah; rather, they occur in similar 
ways to those who came before us, as the Prophet 
(Acisacle4i{) stated — and Allah’s aid is sought. How few are 
those who escape this tribulation, which is prevalent 
among the people; and none truly recognize this except for 
an astute person who has been disciplined by knowledge. 
Allah is the One Who grants success and assists to attain 


what is correct. 
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5. Chapter: 
Condemnation of the Khawarij and Their Evil Beliefs, and 
the Permissibility of Fighting Them and the Reward for 
the One Who Kills Them or Is Killed by Them 


Muhammad b. al-Husayn (aise5) said: 


The scholars of the past and present are in agreement that the 
Khawarij are an evil people who disobey Allah and His 
Messenger (Acsa‘fe4i{), even though they pray, fast and strive 
in worship, as this does not benefit them. They pretend to 
enjoin the good and forbid vice, but this does not benefit them 
because they are a people who distort the meanings of the 
Qur'an to suit their desires, deceiving the Muslims. 


Allah (ts) warned against them, His Messenger (Acsactiifl) 
warned against them, the Rightly Guided Caliphs after him 
warned us against them, and the Companions and those who 
followed them in goodness warned us against them. The 
Khawarij are vile, filthy and repugnant. Those upon the 
ideology of the Khawarij inherit this doctrine - past and 
present — and thus rebel against the Muslim leaders and rulers 
and proclaim the killing of the Muslims to be lawful. 


Their [ideological] forefather appeared at the time of the 
Messenger of Allah (Acsasfe4i{\~). He was a man' who verbally 
defamed the Messenger of Allah (Acss‘eai), while he was 
distributing the war booty, saying: 


‘O Muhammad, be just. I do not see you to be just.’ 


* He was Dhii al-Khawaysirah. 
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The Messenger of Allah (Acscleaific) said: 
‘Woe to you. Who is just, if 1 am not just?’ 


‘Umar (cedites) wanted to kill him, but the Messenger of Allah 
prevented him from doing so. He (Acsaeaif) informed that 
as it relates to this individual and his followers, one of you will 
look down on his prayer and fasting in comparison to their 
prayers and fasting; and [he (Acsa-e2i{(~) informed] that they 


will depart from the religion. 


In a number of ahadith, the Messenger of Allah (Acsacletife) 
ordered that they be fought, and he (Acsacletifi) clarified the 
excellence of those who kill them or are killed by them.’ 


Afterwards, they appeared from different lands and united, 
under the pretense of enjoining the good and forbidding vice, 
until they arrived in Madinah, where they murdered ‘Uthman 
b. ‘Affan (seéiiz5). The Companions who were in Madinah 
strove to prevent his murder, but they were unable. 


Then they rebelled against ‘Ali b. Abi Talib (eats), the 


Leader of the Believers, as they were dissatisfied with his 
judgement, proclaiming their slogan saying: 


‘There is no rule except for Allah.’ 
‘Ali (x2il5) said: 


ry 


' This falls under the jurisdiction of the Muslim ruler, and those who they 
designate for this task. 
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‘A statement of truth but the intent is false.’ 


‘Ali (xegiis) fought against them, and Allah honored him to 
kill them; and he narrated from the Prophet (Acsaclcaij\e) the 
excellence of those who kill them or are killed by them. The 
Companions also fought along with ‘Ali against them. Thus, 
‘Ali’s (zeéiles) sword against the Khawarij will continue to be a 
sword of truth until the hour is established. 
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6. Chapter: 
Mention of the Sunan and Narrations Pertaining to What 
We Mentioned 


36. Abii Bakr b. Abii Dawiid narrated to us saying: ‘sd b. Hammad Zughbah 
narrated to us saying: Layth b. S‘ad informed us saying: from Yahya b. Said 
from Abii Zubayr from Jabir b. ‘Abdullah who said: 


“A man came to the Messenger of Allah (Acsucesifle) on his 
way back from Hunayn, and there was some silver in the 
garments of the Messenger of Allah (Acsatcaije). The 
Messenger of Allah (4<5 sei) would take a handful from 
this and distribute it. The man said, ‘O Muhammad, be just.’ 
He replied: “Woe to you. Who is just, if 1 am not just? I would 
be lost and doomed if I was not just.’ Upon this ‘Umar b. al- 
Khattab (eggs) said, ‘Permit me to kill this hypocrite, O 
Messenger of Allah.’ He (Acsacfetif~) said: “May Allah forbid 
that the people say that I kill my Companions. This man and 
his followers will recite the Qur’an, but it [i.e. the religion] 
will not go beyond their throats. They pass through it just as 
the arrow passes through the prey.” 
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' Sahih [authentic]. Muslim (1063). 
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37. Abi Ahmad Hariin b. Yiisuf narrated to me saying: Ibn Abii ‘Umar — 
meaning Muhammad al-‘Adani — narrated to us saying: Sufyan b. ‘Uyainah 
narrated to us saying: from Abii Zubayr from Jabir who said: 


“The Messenger of Allah (Acssteai{k) was dividing the war 
booty in Ji'ranah — the spoils from Hunayn and gold nuggets 
were in Bilal’s lap. A man said, ‘Be just, O Messenger of Allah, 
as you are not being just.’ He said, ‘Woe to you. Who is just, 
if 1 am not just?’ Upon this ‘Umar said, ‘Permit me to strike 
his neck, O Messenger of Allah.’ He (Acsacaif) said: ‘No. 
Leave him. This man has some companions who recite the 
Qur’an, but it does not go beyond their collarbones. They 
will pass through the religion like an arrow passes through its 


prey.” 
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38. Abi Bakr ‘Abdullah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Wasiti narrated 
to us saying: Ibn al-Mugri narrated to us saying: Sufyan b. ‘Uyainah 
narrated to us saying: from Abi Zubayr from Jabir who said: 


‘ Sahih [authentic]. 
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“The Messenger of Allah (Acsa‘exifi>) was dividing the war 
booty in Ji'ranah, and a man stood up, saying: ‘Be just, as you 
are not being just.’ He said, ‘Woe to you. Who is just, if 1 am 
not just?’ Upon this ‘Umar said, ‘Permit me to strike the neck 
of this hypocrite.’ He (Acsasleaifis) said: ‘Leave him. This man 
has some companions — or is among companions of his — who 
recite the Qur’an, but it does not go beyond their collarbones. 
They will pass through the religion like an arrow passes 


9994 


through its prey. 
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Abii Hafs ‘Umar b. Ayyiib al-Saqati narrated to us saying: Mansiir b. Abi 
Muzahim narrated to us saying: Yazid-b. Yusuf narrated to us saying: from 
al-Awzai from al-Zuhri from Abii Salamah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman and al- 
Dahhak al-Hamdani from Abii Sa‘id al-Khudsi who said: 


“One day, while the Messenger of Allah (Acsutcsije) was 
distributing (the spoils of war), Dhii al-Khawaysirah al- 
Tamimi said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, be just.’ The Messenger 
of Allah (Acsarfe2i2) said, ‘Woe to you. Who is just, if I am 
not just?’ ‘Umar said, ‘Allow me to strike his neck.’ He 
(Acsatctife) said, ‘No, for he has companions. One of you 
would look down on his prayer and fasting in comparison to 
their prayer and fasting. They will leave the religion like an 


| Sahih [authentic]. 
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arrow passes through the prey. If its arrowhead is examined 
nothing will be seen upon it, if its sinew [used to fasten the 
arrowhead] is examined nothing will be seen upon it, if its 
shaft is examined nothing will be seen upon it, and if the 
feather is examined nothing will be seen upon it. For the 
arrow exited too quickly for the excretions or blood to smear 
over it. They will appear at the time when the people differ. 
A sign by which they are recognized is a dark man, one of 
his two hands looks like the breast of a woman or a lump of 
flesh moving loosely.” Abu Sa‘id added, ‘I testify that I heard 
that from the Prophet (Acsaeaife) and also testify that I was 
with ‘Ali b. Abi Talib when he fought against these very 
people. The man described was searched for among the 
killed, and he was found; he was exactly as the Prophet 


(Acsacleaif) had described him.” 
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! Sahih [authentic]. Bukhari (3610) and Muslim (1064). 
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40. ‘Umar b. Ayyib narrated to us saying: Mansiir b. Abi Muzahim narrated 
to us saying: Yazid b. Yusuf narrated to us saying: from al-Awzai from 
Qatadah b. Di‘amah from Anas b. Malik and Abii Sa'‘td al-Khudri who said: 


“The Messenger of Allah (Acsacfc4i{\<) said: 


‘There will appear disagreement and splitting in my nation. 
Then a people will appear who are good with words but evil 
in deed. They recite the Qur’an, but it does not go beyond 
their collarbones. They will leave the religion as the arrow 
passes through the prey. They will not return to it till the 
arrow comes back to its notch. They are the worst of the 
creation and mankind. Tiiba [Paradise] is for the one who 
kills them or the one killed by them. They call to the Book 
of Allah, but they do not conform to it in the slightest. He 
who fights against them will be nearer to Allah than them.’ 
The people asked, ‘Through what signs can they be 
recognized?’ He replied: “They shave their heads.” 
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| Sahih [authentic]. Shaykh Albani declared it authentic in Sahih Sunan Abii 
Dawid. 
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41. Abii Bakr ‘Abdullah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Wasiti narrated 
to us saying: Hariin b. ‘Abdullah narrated to us saying: Sayyar b. Hatim 
narrated to us saying: Ja‘far b. Sulayman narrated to us saying: Abi Imran 
al-Jawni narrated to us saying: from ‘Abdullah b. Rabah al-Ansari from 
K‘ab al-Ahbar who said: 


“The martyr will have two lights and the one killed by the 
Khawarij will have ten. The Hellfire has seven doors, and one 
door is for the Hariiriyah. They rebelled against the Prophet 
of Allah Dawiid at his time.” 
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Muhammad b. al-Husayn (4i\425) said: 


These are the characteristics of the Hariiriyah; they are the 
vile Khawarij about whom Allah (ts) said: 
MY agi is is ag ty Sa Hal Ae BLED 8 
ain\ 
They follow that which is not entirely clear thereof, 


seeking tribulations and seeking for its hidden meanings, 
but none knows its hidden meanings save Allah. 


| Sahih [authentic]. 
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And the Prophet (Acsaxe2i{\>) warned against those with 
these characteristics. 


42. Abi Ahmad Hariin b. Yisuf narrated to us saying: Ibn Abi ‘Umar 
narrated to us saying: ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Thagafi narrated to us saying: 
from Ayyiib from Ibn Abii Mulaykah from ‘A’ishah who said: 


“The Messenger of Allah (Acsaceaifie) recited: 
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It is He Who has sent down to you (Muhammad) the Book 
(this Qur’an). In it are Verses that are entirely clear, they 
are the foundations of the Book and others not entirely 
clear. So as for those in whose hearts there is a deviation, 
they follow of it that which is not entirely clear, seeking 
tribulation and seeking for its hidden meanings, but none 
knows its hidden meanings save Allah.’ 

He (dcsaileti) said: ‘If you see those who dispute 
concerning it, then they are those whom Allah has referred 
to, so beware of them.” 
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| Sahih [authentic]. Bukhari (4547) and Muslim (2665). 
73 


The Book al-Shariah of Imam al-Ajurri 


Sah gry 2\\ 


43. Abi Bakr b. Abii Dawiid narrated to us saying: Yahya b. Hakim narrated 
to us saying: ‘Abd al-Wahhab b. ‘Abd al-Majid narrated to us saying: 
from Ayyiib from Ibn Abii Mulaykah from ‘A’ishah who said: 


“The Prophet (Acsaclcai{~) recited the verse: 
3 se ge a1 7 Z a 
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It is He Who has sent down to you (Muhammad) the Book 
(this Qur’an). In it are Verses that are entirely clear, they are 
the foundations of the Book... 


Until His Saying: : 
0g 0 a¢@ G ay 
HN 351] Big lag 
And none receive admonition except people of 
understanding. 


He (Acsacletific) said: 


‘O ‘A’ishah, if you see those who dispute concerning it, 
then they are those whom Allah has referred to, so beware 
of them.” 


44. Abi Bakr b. Abii Dawiid narrated to us saying: al-Muthanna b. Ahmad 
narrated to us saying: ‘Amr b. Khilid narrated to us saying: Ibn Lahiy‘ah 
narrated to us saying: from ‘Ata b. Dinar from Sa‘id b. Jubayr who said, 
explaining His Saying: | 


| Sahih [authentic]. 
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And others not entirely clear. 


“As for the unclear verses, then they are the verses in the 
Qur'an that are ambiguous to the people when they recite 
them, and due to this those who claim this statement [i.e. 
based on vague texts] go astray. Each sect recites a verse 
from the Qur’an, claiming that they have arrived at 
guidance through it. One of the unclear verses that 
Haririyah adhere to is the Saying of Allah: 
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And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed 
are disbelievers. 


They recite along with this: 
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Yet those who disbelieve equate [others] with their Lord. 


If they see the ruler pronounce a judgement in opposition 
to the truth, they say, ‘He has disbelieved, and whoever 
disbelieves has equated others with his Lord and thus has 
committed Shirk.’ This [verse is about] a nation who are 
polytheists. They rebel and do what you see, because they 
misinterpret this verse.”! 


’ Da‘if [weak]. 
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45, Abii Bakr b. ‘Abd al-Hamid narrated to us saying: Ibn al-Mugri narrated 


46. 


47. 


to us saying: Sufyan narrated to us saying: from Ma‘mar from Tawiis from 
his father who said: 


“The Khawarij were mentioned to Ibn ‘Abbas and how they 
are affected when they recite the Qur’an, so he said: ‘They 
believe in its clear verses and they go astray regarding the 
ambiguous verses.’ He recited: 


as ET shes dell 3 gels “AY Agi As las 
And those who are firmly grounded in knowledge say: ‘We 


believe in it.’ 


Ibn ‘Abd al-Hamid also narrated to us saying: Ibn al-Mugri narrated to us 
saying: Sufyan narrated to us saying: from ‘Ubaid Allah b. Abii Yazid who 
said: I heard Ibn ‘Abbas say when the Khawarij was mentioned to him and 
their endeavor and prayer: 


“They do not exert themselves more than the Jews and the 
Christians, and they are upon misguidance.”” 


‘Abdullah b. Salih al-Bukhari narrated to us saying: Makhlad b. al-Hasan 
b. Abii Zumayl narrated to us saying: Abi al-Malih al-Raqqi from 
Sulayman b. Abi Nashit from al- Hasan who mentioned the Khawarij, 


saying: 


“They are confused and intoxicated. They are not Jews, 


Christians or Majiis, so they are excused |[i.e. they are not 


considered disbelievers|.”° 


| Sahih [authentic]. 
2 Sahih [authentic]. 
3 Sahih [authentic]. Look at the Sifah al-Munafiqiin of al-Firyabt (p. 61). 
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“A Kharijite rebelled in al-Khuraybah.” He said: “What a 
miserable person. He saw an evil and tried to prohibit it, but 


he fell into something even more evil than that.” 


Muhammad b. al-Husayn (éi4e5) said: 


49. 


Whoever sees the diligence of a Kharijite who rebels 
against the [Muslim] ruler — regardless of whether the ruler 
is just or tyrannical — and this person rebels, assembles a 
faction, untethers his sword and deems it lawful to fight 
against the Muslims, should not be deceived by his 
recitation of the Qur’an, the length of his standing in 
prayer, his frequent fasting or his proficiency in discussing 
knowledge; if he is upon the doctrine of the Khawarij. 


A number of narrations have been transmitted from the 
Messenger of Allah (Acsadeai{) concerning what I have 


stated. These narrations are not rejected by the majority of 


the scholars of the Muslims; rather, perhaps none of the 
Imams of the Muslims disagree concerning the knowledge 
[i.e. authenticity] of these narrations. 


(a) Aba Shu‘ayb ‘Abdullah b. al-Hasan al-Harrani narrated to us saying: 


‘Asim b. ‘Ali narrated to us saying: Abii M‘ashar narrated to us. 


(b) Abi ‘Abdullah Ahmad b. al-Hasan b. Abd al-Jabbar al-Sufi narrated to 
us saying: Muhammad b. Bakkar narrated to us saying: Abu M'ashar 
narrated to us saying: from Ya‘qub b. Zayd b. Talhah from Zayd b. Aslam 


from Anas b. Malik who said: 
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“A man was mentioned to the Messenger of Allah 
(Acsacle4i{) who was notorious for his courage before the 
enemy and his diligence in worship, so the Messenger of 
Allah said, ‘I do not know this person.’ They said, ‘O 
Messenger of Allah, his description is such and such.’ The 
Messenger of Allah said, ‘I do not know him.’ While they 
were together, a man appeared. They said, ‘O Messenger 
of Allah, that is him.’ He said: ‘I do not know him. This 
person is the forefather [of unorthodoxy] I have seen in my 

nation; and on his face there is a dark spot from the Devil.’ 


When the man approached, he gave the greeting of Salam, 
so the people responded to it. The Messenger of Allah 
(Acsacle2i{) said to him, ‘I ask you by Allah, did you say to 
yourself when you approached us that there is none among 
these people superior to me? He said, ‘O Allah. Yes.’ Then 
he entered the Masjid to pray. The Messenger of Allah said 
to Abi Bakr, ‘Stand up and kill him.’ Abi Bakr entered the 
Masjid and found the man standing in prayer, so he said to 
himself, ‘The prayer has a right and sanctity, so I should seek 
the counsel of the Messenger of Allah.’ So he went to him, 
and he (Acsa‘fetif\2) asked, ‘Did you kill him?’ Abii Bakr said, 
‘No, as I saw him standing in prayer, and I thought that the 
prayer has a right and sanctity. If you want, I can kill him.’ 
He (Acsacctife) said, ‘This is not for you.’ Then he 
(Acsalctif) said to Umar, ‘Go and kill him.’ So ‘Umar — 
entered the Masjid while the man was prostrating. He 
waited for a long period of time, then he said to himself, 
‘Indeed, prostration has a right. Let me seek the counsel of 
the Messenger of Allah. Surely the one better than me 
sought his counsel.’ He came to the Messenger of Allah who 
asked him, ‘Did you kill him?’ He responded, ‘No. I found 
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him prostrating and I thought that the prostration has a 
right. If you want, I can kill him.’ He (Acjacleaif{~) said, ‘This 
is not for you.’ He (dasaxfe2i{) said: ‘Ali stand and kill him. 
This [task] is for you, f you find him.’ ‘Ali entered the 
Masjid and did not find him, so he returned to the Messenger 
of Allah (dc: Zpeletitice) to inform him, and he (Azjaetife) said, 
‘If this man had been killed today, then no two men from 
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my nation would ever disagree until the Dajjal emerges. 
And he mentioned the remainder of the Hadith. 
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' Da‘if [weak] with this wording. A similar wording is Sahih [authentic] 
narrated by Abii Bakrah. Refer to al-Sunnah of Ibn Abii ‘Asim with the 
checking of Shaykh Albani (938). 
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50. Abi Bakr Qasim b. Zakariya al-Mutarriz narrated to us saying: Fadl b. Sahl 
al-A‘raj narrated to us saying: Zayd b. al-Hubab narrated to us saying: 
Misd b. ‘Ubaydah informed us saying: Hiidd b. ‘Ata al-Hanafi informed 
me saying: from Anas b. Malik who said: 


“There was a youth among us who was known for his 
worship and abstention, so we described him to the 
Prophet (Acsa‘leaif) and we named him, but he did not 
know him. While we were together, this youth appeared, 
so we said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, that is him.’ He 
(Aciacletif) said: Indeed, I see on his face a dark spot from 
the Devil. The youth approached and gave the greeting of 
Salam to the people, and they returned his greeting. 


The Messenger of Allah (Acjeceaiie) said: ‘Did you feel 
within yourself that there is no one among these people 
superior than you?’ He said, ‘Yes,’ and departed. Then he 


80 


The Book al-Shari'ah of Imam al-Ajurri 


i] 


entered the Masjid. The Messenger of Allah (Acsaxletifi.) 
said, ‘Who is going to kill this man?’ Abu Bakr said, ‘Me, 
O Messenger of Allah.’ So he entered the Masjid and found 
the man praying. Abii Bakr said, ‘I found him praying and 
we were prohibited from striking those praying.’ The 
Prophet (Acsacletif2) said: ‘Who will kill this man?’ Umar 
said, ‘, ‘Me, O Messenger of Allah.’ So he entered the 
Masjid and found the man prostrating. He said to himself, 
‘How can [ kill a man praying and we have been prohibited 
from striking those who pray.’ The Prophet (dcsacletif) 
said to him, ‘What is wrong, O ‘Umar?’ He replied, ‘I 
found him prostrating, and you prohibited us from striking 
those praying.’ Then he said, “Who will kill this man?’ ‘Ali 
said, ‘Me.’ So he (Acga‘letii{>) said to him, ‘Kill him if you 
find him.’ ‘Ali departed. When he returned, the Prophet 
said, ‘What is this, O ‘Alt?’ He responded, ‘He had already 
left.’ 


He (Acsale4i{) said, ‘If you had killed him, then he would 


have been the first and the last of them; no two people from - 
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my nation would have ever disagreed.’ 


' Da‘if [weak] with this wording. 
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| 7. Chapter: | 
Mention of ‘Ali Killing the Khaw4rij and that Allah 
Honored Him to Fight Them 


51. Al-Firyabi narrated to us saying: Safwan b. Salih narrated to us saying: 
al-Walid b. Muslim narrated to us saying: Ibn Lahi‘ah narrated to us 
saying: Bukayr b. ‘Abdullah b. al-Ashajj narrated to us saying: Busr b. 
‘Ubaid Allah b. Abi Rafi’, the freed slave of Umm Salamah, who said: 


“When the Hariiriyah started to rebel, and they were still 
with ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, they said, ‘There is no judgment 
except for Allah.’ ‘Ali said, ‘Yes. This is a true statement, but 
the intent is false. Indeed, the Messenger of Allah 
(Acsecletif) described a people, and I know their 
description. They speak truth but it does not go beyond this 
part of them — and he pointed to his throat. They are the 
most hated of the creation to Allah. Among them is a black 
man who has one hand like the teat of'a sheep or the nipple 
of a breast.’ When ‘Ali killed them he said, ‘Search for him.’ 
They searched but could not find anything. He said, 
‘Return. By Allah, I have not lied nor have I been lied to,’ 
twice or three times. Then they found him at Kharibah. So 
they brought him to ‘Ali b. Abi Talib until they placed him 
before him.” ‘Ubaid Allah b. Abi Rafi‘ said, ‘I was present 
when this happened to them.” 
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' Sahih [authentic]. Muslim (1066). 
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52. Abi Bakr b. Dawiid narrated to us saying: Ahmad b. Salih narrated to us 
saying: ‘Abdullah b. Wahb narrated to us saying: ‘Amr — meaning Ibn 
al-Harith — informed us saying: from Bukayr — meaning Ibn al-Ashajj - 
from Busr b. Sa‘id from ‘Ubaid Allah b. Abii Rafi‘, the freed slave of the 
Messenger of Allah (<seai{-), who said: 


“When the Haririyah started to rebel, and they were still 
with ‘Ali b. Abu Talib, they said, ‘There is no judgment 
except for Allah.’ ‘Ali said, ‘Yes. This is a true statement, but 
the intent is false. Indeed, the Messenger of Allah 
(Acsalcsifi>) described a people, and I know their 
description is present among these people. They speak truth 
with their tongues, but it does not go beyond their collar 
bones — and he pointed to his throat. They are the most 
hated of the creation to Allah. Among them is a black man 
who has one hand like the teat or the nipple of a sheep.’ 
When ‘Alt killed them he said, ‘Search for him.’ They 
searched but could not find anything. He said, ‘Return. By 
Allah, I have not lied nor have I been lied to,’ twice or three 
times. Then they found him at Kharibah. So they brought 
him to ‘Ali until they placed him before him.” ‘Ubaid Allah 
b. Abii Rafi‘ said, ‘I was present when this happened to them 
and when ‘Ali stated this about them.” 


' Sahih [authentic] 
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53. Abii Muhammad ‘Abdullah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abdullah b. Muhammad 
b. Najiyah narrated to us saying: Muhammad b. Sulayman Luwayn 
narrated to us saying: Jafar b. Sulayman al-Duba’i narrated to us saying: 

_‘Awf and Hisham narrated to us saying: from Ibn Sirin from ‘Ubaydah 
al-Salmani who said: 


“I witnessed with ‘Ali b. Abi Talib the day of Nahr. When 
the Khawarij were killed, ‘Alt b. Abii Talib said, ‘Indeed, 
among them is a man with a crippled hand or a deformed 
hand.’ They searched for him, but they could not find him. 
He repeated that three times. Then he said, ‘Search for him 
and turn the dead [face up].’ They found a brown man with 
a underdeveloped hand; his right hand was like the nipple 
of a woman. When he saw him, he faced the Qiblah, raised 
his two hands and praised Allah, glorified Him and thanked 
Allah - Who honored him to fight them — for choosing him 
to kill them. Then he turned his face to us and said, ‘If you 
would show restraint, I would inform you of the honor that 
Allah has promised on the tongue of the Prophet 
(Acsacletif) for those who fight these people.’ ‘Ubaydah 
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said, ‘O Leader of the Believers, is this something that was 
conveyed to you from the Prophet (Aasudetif) or you 
heard it directly from him yourself?’ He replied, ‘Indeed, | 
heard it from him — by the Lord of the Ka‘bah.”” 
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54, Abi Muhammad ‘Abdullah b. Muhammad b. Salih al-Bukhari narrated 
to us saying: ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar al-Kiifi narrated to us saying: Waki 
narrated to us saying: from Jarir b. Hazim and Ubayy ‘Amr b. ‘Ala al- 
Nahwi from Ibn Sirin from ‘Ubaydah al-Salmani from ‘Ali (adi) who 
said: 


The Messenger of Allah (Aciacleti{e) said: 
“Among them there will be a man with a deformed hand, 


or a short hand, or a crippled hand. If you were to show 
restraint, I would tell you of what Allah has promised upon 


' Sahih [authentic]. Shaykh Albani declared it to be authentic in al-Sunnah 
of Ibn Abi ‘Asim (912). The crux of this is found in Muslim (1066). 
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the tongue of His Prophet (Acsaceaife) for those who kill 
them.” ‘Abidah said to ‘Ali (Xai): ‘Did you hear this 
from the Messenger of Allah (Acjaclcaiife)?’ He said: ‘Yes, I 
heard it — by Lord of the Ka‘bah. Yes, I heard it — by Lord 
of the Ka‘bah. Yes, I heard it - by Lord of the Ka‘bah.”* 
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55. Abii Muhammad ‘Abdullah b. Salih al-Bukhari narrated to us saying: 
Luwayn narrated to us saying: Muhammad b. Sulayman narrated to us 
saying: ‘Abdullah b. al-Zubayr narrated to us saying: from ‘Abdullah b. 
Sharik al-‘Amiri from Jundub who said: 


“On the day that ‘Ali killed the Khawarij, | looked at their 
faces and characteristics and doubted as to whether they 
should be fought. I withdrew a short distance from the 
army, dismounted from my riding beast, fixed my spear [in 
the ground], placed my armor under myself and hung my 
cloak, shading myself from the sun. While I was away from 
the army in an isolated position, the Leader of the Believers 
appeared on the female mule of the Messenger of Allah 
(Acsatctifi). I said to myself, ‘What is it with me and him? 
I flee from him and he comes to me.’ He said to me, ‘O 
Jundub, why have you withdrawn to this place away from 


' Sahih [authentic]. 
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the army?’ I said, ‘O Leader of the Believers, I was 
overcome with an ailment. The dust became difficult for 
me and thus I was unable to stand.’ He said, ‘Has it not 
reached you about the reward for the servant on account 
of the dust clouds from the army.’ Then he lifted his leg to 
dismount and descended. So I took hold of the head of his 
mount. He sat, so I sat as well. I took my cloak in my hand 
and shielded him from the sun. By Allah, I was sitting, 
when a rider came galloping, saying ‘O Leader of the 
Believers, these people have begun to cross the bridge, on 
the move.’ He looked at me, saying, ‘Their destruction will 
be before the river.’ The man who told him was still 
standing when another man arrived, saying, ‘O Leader of 
the Believers, they are all crossing and not one of them 
remain.’ He said, ‘Woe to you. Their destruction will be 
before the river.’ Another rider came galloping, saying, ‘By 
the One Who sent His Prophet, Muhammad with the 
truth, they have returned.’ Then people came, saying, 
‘Surely, they have returned [with such fervor] that they 
were falling into the water as a result of the crushing 
crowds on the crossing.’ Then a man arrived, saying, ‘O 
Leader of the Believers, they have formed lines and are 
firing arrows at us, and so and so has been wounded.’ ‘Ali 
said, ‘At this time, fighting is appropriate.’ He jumped up 
and sat on his mule, so I proceeded to my armor, wore it 
and then fastened it. Then I sat on my horse, took my spear 
and departed. No. By Allah, O ‘Abdullah b. Sharik, I did 
not pray ‘Asr — Abu Ja‘far Luwayn said, ‘Or he said: 
‘Dhuhr.’ - until I killed seventy of them with my hand.” 


' Da‘if [weak]. 
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56. Abii ‘Abdullah Ahmad b. Hasan b. ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Siifi narrated to us 
saying: Muhammad b. Bakkar narrated to us saying: Isma‘il b. Zakariyah 
narrated to us saying: from Yazid b. Abii Ziyad who said: I asked Sa‘id 
b. Jubayr about the people of Nahr [i.e. the Khawarij], and he said: 
Masriiq narrated to me: 


“‘A’ishah (Gadi) asked me about them, saying, ‘Did you 
see the man who they mention has a deformed hand?’ I said, 
‘I did not see him. However, those who saw him bore 
witness to this in my presence.’ She said, ‘Once you arrive 
at that land, write to me with the testimony of the 
trustworthy men who saw him.’ | arrived and the men were 
divided into seven groups, and I spoke to ten men from 
each group who had seen him. 


I said, ‘All of these are trustworthy and reliable.’ She said, 
‘May Allah destroy so and so, as he wrote to me that he 
killed him in Egypt’””’ 


Ismail said: Yazid said: ‘A person narrated to me who heard 
‘A’ishah say, ‘I heard the Messenger of Allah (Acsadletif\e) 
say: ‘Verily, they are the evilest of my nation and we will 
be killed by the best of my nation.’ There is nothing 
between me and him [i.e. animosity], except what is normal 
between a woman and the relatives of her husband.’” 


' Sahih [authentic]. Collected by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak (4/14) via a 
different chain. 7 


? Da‘if [weak]. 
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Muhammad b. al-Husayn (4i\45) 


May Allah be pleased with ‘Ali and may He be pleased with 
‘A’ishah, the Mother of the Believers; and may He benefit 
us through our love of both of them and our love of all the 


Companions (#2éi65). 


90 


The Book al-Shari ah of Imam al-Ajurri 


8. Chapter: 
Mention of the Reward for Fighting the Khawaeij, So He 
Kills Them or They Kill Him 


57. Miis4 b. Hariin — Abii ‘Imran — narrated to us saying: Abii Bakr Ibn Abi 
Shaybah narrated to us saying: Abii Bakr Ibn ‘Ayyash narrated to us 
saying: from ‘Asim from Zirr from ‘Abdullah who said: 


“The Messenger of Allah (Acsaclecifie) said: 


‘Towards the end of time, there will appear a people young 
in age with foolish minds. They will speak with the best 
words of mankind; they leave Islam as an arrow passes 
through its prey. If you meet them, then kill them, for 
there is a reward with Allah for killing them.” 
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58. Abii Said al-Mufaddal b. Muhammad al-Janadi narrated to us at al- 
Masjid al-Haram, saying: Ali b. Ziyad al-Lahji narrated to us saying: Abi 
Qurrah Mis4 b. Tariq narrated to us saying: I heard al-Azhar b. Salih 


said: Abii Ghalib narrated to me that he heard from Abii Umamah, the 
Companion of the Messenger of Allah (Acsacleaifi): 


' Sahih [authentic]. Shaykh Albani declared it to be authentic in Sahih Ibn 
Majah (168). 
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“When a group of the Khawarij rebelled in Sham, and they 
were killed, they were thrown into a ditch or well. So Abi 
Umimah turned towards them — and I was with him — 
until he stood over them. Then he cried. He went on to 
say, ‘Exalted is Allah. Look what the Devil has done to this 
nation. Dogs of the Fire. Dogs of the Fire,’ three times. 
‘They are the worst of the people killed under the canopy 
of the sky; they are the worst of the people killed under the 
canopy of the sky. The best of those killed under the 
canopy of the sky; the best of those killed under the canopy 
of the sky; the best of those killed under the canopy of the 
sky, are those killed by them.’ I said, ‘O Abii Umamah, are 
you stating this based on your opinion or is it something 
that you heard from the Messenger of Allah (Acsacleaif)? 
He replied, ‘Indeed, I would be bold [if I stated this from 
myself]. Indeed, I would be bold,’ three times. ‘Rather, | 
heard the Messenger of Allah (Acsaclcaifk,) say, not once, 
not twice and not three times — until he had reached ten: 
‘A people will appear who recite the Qur’an. It will not go 
beyond their collarbones - or: it will not pass their 
collarbones. They leave Islam like the arrow passes through 
the prey. They will not return to Islam until the arrow 
returns to its notch. Tiiba for the one who is killed by them 
and for the one who kills chein. ka 


' Hasan [sound]. Shaykh Albani declared it to be sound Sahih Tirmidhi 
(3000). 
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59. Abi Bakr b. Abi Dawiid narrated to us saying: my paternal uncle 
narrated to me saying: ‘Ismah b. Mutawakkil narrated to us saying: al- 
Mubarak b. Fadalah narrated to me saying: from Abii Ghalib who said: 


“I was in Sham, and Suday b. ‘Ajlan, Abu Umamah, the 
Companion of the Messenger of Allah (Asacei{e) was also 
present — and he was my friend. The heads of the Hariiriyah 
were brought and thrown on the steps. Abi Umamah 
arrived and prayed two rak‘ah, then he turned in the 
direction of the heads. I followed him so I could hear what 
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he would say. I followed him until he stood over them, and 
he cried. Then he said, ‘Exalted is Allah, look what Iblis has 
done to the people of this nation.’ He went on to say, ‘Dogs 
of the people of the Fire. Dogs of the people of the Fire. 
Dogs of the people of the Fire,’ three times. Then he said, 
‘They are the evilest of the people killed under the canopy 
of the sky; and the best of the dead are those who they kill.’ 


Then he recited this verse: 
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‘It is He Who has sent down to you (Muhammad) the Book 
(this Qur’an). In it are Verses that are entirely clear, they are 
the foundations of the Book and others not entirely clear. 
So as for those in whose hearts there is a deviation, they 
follow that which is not entirely clear thereof, seeking 
discord and seeking for its hidden meanings, but none 
knows its hidden meanings except Allah. And those who 
are firmly grounded in knowledge say, ‘We believe in it. 
All of it is from our Lord.’ And none receive admonition 
except men of understanding.” 
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‘ Hasan [sound]. 
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60. Abii Bakr b. Abi Dawiid also narrated to us also saying: Ya‘qiib b. Sufyan 
narrated to us saying: Bakr b. Khalaf narrated to us saying: Qatan b. 
‘Abdullah al-Huddani narrated to us saying: my father narrated to me 
saying: Abi Ghalib narrated to us saying: 


“I was in the Masjid in Damascus, and they arrived with 
seventy of the heads of the Khawarij. They were placed on 
the steps of the Masjid. Abi Umamah came and looked at 
them, saying, ‘Dogs of Jahannam. They are the evilest of 
those killed under the canopy of the sky; and those they kill 
are the best of the dead under the canopy of the sky. Then 
he cried. He looked at me and said, ‘O Abi Ghalib, are you 
in a land where they are many?’ I said, ‘Yes.’ He said, ‘May 
Allah protect you from them.’ Then he asked, ‘Do you read 
the Qur’an?’ I responded, ‘Yes.’ He said, 
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‘It is He Who has sent down to you (Muhammad) the Book 
(this Qur’an). In it are Verses that are entirely clear, they are 
the foundations of the Book and others not entirely clear.’ 
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‘And those who are firmly grounded in knowledge say, 
“We believe in it.’ 


I said, ‘O Abii Umamah, I saw your eyes shed tears for 
them.’ He said, ‘Out of mercy for them. Indeed, they were 
from the people of Islam.’ A man said to him, ‘O Abi 
Umamah, do you state this based on your opinion or is it 
something that you heard from the Messenger of Allah?’ He 
replied, ‘Indeed, I would be bold [if I stated this from 
myself]. I heard it from the Messenger of Allah, not once, 
not twice, not three times, not four times, not five times, 
not six times and not seven times.” 
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' Hasan [sound]. 
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61. Hamid b. Shu‘ayb al-Balkhi narrated to us saying: Abii Khaythamah 
Zuhayr b. Harb narrated to us saying: Ishaq b. Yusef b. al-Azraq narrated 
to us saying: from al-A‘mash from Ibn Abii Awfa who said: 


The Prophet (Acsacleaif) who said: 


“The Khawarij are the dogs of the Fire.” 
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Muhammad b. al-Husayn said: 


Indeed, the warning I have mentioned against the beliefs 
of the Khawarij contains a clear message for him who Allah 
protects from the doctrines of the Khawarij and does not 
hold their ideology. Thus, he is patient with the tyranny 
of the rulers and injustice of the leaders. He does not rebel 
against them with his sword. He asks Allah (\ts) to repel 
oppression from himself and from the Muslims, and he 
supplicates for the uprightness of the rulers. He performs 
Hajj with them and wages Jihad alongside them against 
every enemy of the Muslims. He prays Jum‘ah and the two 
‘Ids behind them. If they command him with obedience 


' Sahih [authentic]. Shaykh Albani declared it to be authentic in al-Sunnah 
of Ibn Abii ‘Asim (168). 
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and he is able, he obeys them; and if he is unable, he 
mentions his excuse to them. If they command him with 
disobedience, he does not obey them in this. If Fitnah 
[turmoil] arises between them, he stays in his home and 
withholds his tongue and hand. He does not like the state 
they are in and he does not aid in the turmoil. Whoever 
fits this description is upon the Straight Path — if Allah 
wills. 
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9. Chapter: 


Hearing and Obeying Those in Authority Over the Affair 


62. 


of the Muslims and Being Patient with Them, Even If 
They Are Oppressive, and Refraining from Rebelling 
Against Them, as Long as They Establish the Prayer 


Abii Zakariya Yahya b. Muhammad b. al-Bukhtari al-Hanna’i narrated 
to us saying: Muhammad b. Ubaid b. Hisab narrated to us saying: 
Hammad b. Zayd narrated to us saying: Umar b. Yazid narrated to us 
saying: I heard al-Hasan say during the days of Yazid b. al-Muhallab 


when: 


“A group of people came to him and he commanded them 
to remain in their homes and lock their doors. Then he said, 
‘By Allah, if only the people were patient when tested by 
way of their ruler, it would not take long for Allah to 


remove this from them. However, they flee to the sword 


and they are entrusted to it. By Allah, they did not bring a 
better day — ever. 


Then he recited: 
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And the fair Word of your Lord was fulfilled for the 
Children of Isra7il, because of their endurance. And We 
destroyed completely all the great works and buildings 
which Fir‘awn and his people erected.”* 


' Sahih [authentic]. 
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63. Abii Ja‘far Ahmad b. Yahy4 al-Hulwani narrated to us saying: Ahmad b. 
Hanbal narrated to us saying: Yahy4 b. Sa‘id from Hisham who said: al- 


Hasan narrated to us saying: Dabbah b. Mihsan from Umm Salamah 
from: 


The Prophet (Acsasle2if) who said: 


“You will have leaders over you, and you will agree with 

some of their actions and disagree with others. Whoever 
hates their bad deeds is absolved from blame. Whoever 

disapproves of their bad deeds is safe. However, whoever is 

pleased with their bad deeds and follows (is blameworthy).” 

They said, O Messenger of Allah, should we not fight 

against them?’ He replied: “No, as long as they pray.” 
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64. Ahmad b. Yahya al-Hulwani also narrated to us saying: Hudbah b. 
Khalid narrated to us saying: Hammam narrated to us saying: Qatadah 
narrated to us saying: from al-Hasan from Dabbah b. Mihsan from Umm 
Salamah ((¢2ditg5) that: 


d Sahih [authentic]. 
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The Messenger of Allah (Acisacfexi{e) said: 


“You will have leaders over you, and you will agree with 
some of their actions and disagree with others. Whoever 
recognizes it [as evil] is absolved from blame. Whoever 
disapproves of their bad deeds is safe. However, whoever is 
pleased with their bad deeds and follows (is blameworthy).” 
They said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, should we not fight 
against them?’ He replied: “No, as long as they pray.” 
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65. Abi al-Qasim ‘Abdullah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Baghawi 

narrated to us saying: ‘Ubaid Allah b. Umar al-Qawariri narrated to us 


saying: Yahyd b. Said narrated to us saying: from Shu ‘bah who said: Abi 
al-Tayyah narrated to me from Anas b. Malik who said: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acsacltith) said: 


“Listen to and obey (your leader), even if an Ethiopian 
whose head is like a raisin was made your leader.” 
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66. Al-Firyabi narrated to us saying: Qutaybah b. Sa‘id narrated to us saying: 
from Malik b. Anas from Yahyé b. Sa‘id who said: ‘Ubadah b. al- Walid 


Sahih [authentic]. 
? Sahih [authentic]. Bukhari (7142) and Muslim (1838). 
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informed me saying: My father narrated to me saying: from his father 
who said: 


“We gave the pledge of allegiance to Messenger of Allah 
(Acsacle2i}>) to hear and obey, in times of difficulty and 
prosperity, when we are active and when we are sluggish; 
and to not oppose and fight the ruler and to stand for — or: 
speak — the truth wherever we may be and not fear, for 


Allah’s sake, the blame of the blamers.” 
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Al-Firyabi narrated to us saying: Muhammad b. al-Muthanna narrated 
to us saying: ‘Abd al-Wahhab — meaning: al-Thagafi — narrated to us 
saying: I heard Yahy4 b. Said saying: ‘Ubadah b. al- Walid b. ‘Ubadah b. 
al-Samit informed me saying: al-Walid b. ‘Ubadah said: my father 
informed me saying: 


“We gave the pledge of allegiance to Messenger of Allah 
(Acsecletif>) to hear and obey, in times of difficulty and 
prosperity, when we are active and when we are sluggish.” 
He mentioned similar to it. 


(pal g% dolly pall Je dag « ale ee 
fh. 5G «, sid, Xd 


' Sahih [authentic]. Bukhari (7199) and Muslim (1709). 
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68. Abi ‘Abdullah Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Shahin narrated to us saying: 
Muhammad b. Bakkar narrated to us saying: Faraj b. Fadalah narrated to 
us saying: from Lugman b. Amir from Abi Umamah al-Bahili that: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acsacleaife) said: 


“Listen to them and obey them, in times of difficulty and 
prosperity, when you are active and when you are sluggish, 
and even if they keep the wealth from you. Do not fight 
and oppose the rulers, even if you feel you are better 
suited.”' 
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69. Ahmad b. Yahy4 al-Hulwani informed us saying: Ahmad b. Hanbal 
narrated to us saying: Muhammad b. Ja‘far narrated to us saying: from 
Shu'‘bah from Samak b. Harb from ‘Algamah b. Wa’il al-Hadrami from — 
his father who said: Yazid b. Salamah al-Ju‘fi asked the Messenger of 
Allah (Acsaceaiqhe): 


“What do you see that we should do if we have leaders over 
us who request their rights but deprive us of our rights? 
What do you command us to doe” 


The Messenger of Allah (Acsacleaife) turned away from 
him. Then he asked again, a second time, or third time. So 


al-Ash‘ath b. Qais pulled him aside. He (Acsaccaife) said: 


' Sahih [authentic]. Its chain is weak, especially since it is the narration of 
Faraj b. Fadalah from Luqman. However, the hadith itself has supporting 
narrations. 
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“Listen and obey, for only they are responsible for their 
burdens, and only a responsible for your burdens.”* 
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70. Abii Shu‘ayb ‘Abdullah b. aes al-Harrani narrated to us saying: my 
grandfather narrated to me saying: Miisd b. A‘yan narrated to us saying: 
from Ibrahim b. ‘Abd al-A'lé from Suwayd b. Ghafalah who said: ‘Umar 
b. al-Khattab said to me: 


“It is possible that you will live after me, so listen to the 
ruler, even if he is an Ethiopian slave. If he beats you, be 
patient, and if he deprives you [of your right], be patient. If 
he calls you to an affair detrimental to your worldly affairs, 


9992 


then say, ‘I hear and obey; my blood but not my religion. 
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71. Abii Zakariya Yahy4 b. Muhammad b. al-Hanna7i narrated to us saying: 
Muhammad b. Ubaid b. Hisab narrated to us saying: Hammad b. Zayd 
narrated to us saying: Layth narrated to us saying: from Ibrahim b. ‘Abd 
al-A‘lé from Suwayd b. Ghafalah who said: ‘Umar b. al-Khattab (eas) 
said to me: | 


' Sahih [authentic]. Muslim (1846). 
? Sahih [authentic]. 
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“It is possible that you will live after me, | so listen to the 
ruler, even if a mutilated Ethiopian slave is appointed over 
you. If he oppresses you, be patient, and if he deprives you 
[of your right], be patient. If he calls you to an affair 
detrimental to your worldly affairs, then say, ‘I hear and 
obey; my blood but not my religion.” 
‘ais lus Se sl 3 lp pled ab sas Ag sf ald oY 
Ad Hes bs pb Das Sls pols Hale § \4 ¢ cater 
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Muhammad b. al-Husayn said: 


If a person was to say: How do you understand the saying 
of ‘Umar b. al-Khattab (ai) as it relates to what he 
stated? 


It is said to him: We say, itis understood - and Allah knows 
best — to mean: | | | 


Whoever is appointed over you whether they are an Arab 
or another race, or black, white or non-Arab, then obey 
him, as long as it does not involve disobedience to Allah. If 
he deprives you of your right, if he beats you oppressively, 
violates your honor or seizes your wealth, then this should 
not cause you to rebel against him with your sword and 
fight him. Do not rebel along with a Kharijite who fights 
the ruler and do not incite others to rebel against him but 
be patient with him. 


' Sahih [authentic]. 
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‘He calls you to something detrimental to your religion’ 
could be understood in a different way; it could be 
understood to mean that if he commands you to kill the 
innocent, cut a limb from an innocent person, to 
unjustifiably beat someone, seize the wealth of the innocent 
or to oppress someone who it is not allowed for you nor 
him to oppress, then it is not permissible for you to obey 
him. If he says, ‘If you do not do as I have commanded you, 
then I will surely kill or beat you,’ then say, ‘My blood but 
not my religion.’ This is based on the saying of the Prophet 


ver] 


(Acsscketifhe): 


“There is no obedience to the creation if it entails 
disobedience to the Creator ().’ 


And his (Adsaileaij) saying: “Obedience is only in that 


which is lawful.” 


Abii Ja‘far Ahmad b. Khalid al-Bardhai7 narrated to me in the al-Masjid 
al-Haram in the year 299H saying: ‘Ali b. Sahl al-Ramli narrated to us 
saying: al-Walid b. Muslim narrated to us saying: from Ibn Aba Jabir 
who said: Zurayq — the freed salve of Bani Fazazah — narrated to us 
saying: I heard Muslim b. Qarazah al-Ashjai who said: I heard my 
paternal uncle, ‘Awf b. Malik, saying: | 


ce 


I heard the Messenger of Allah (Acsateaiql-) say: 


“The best of your rulers are those whom you love, and who 
love you, and you supplicate for them, and they supplicate 
for you. The worst of your rulers are those whom you hate, 
and who hate you, and those whom you curse, and they 
curse you.” We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, should we not 
overthrow them for this? He (Acsace2i{) said, “No, as long 
as they establish prayer among you. No, as long as they 
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establish prayer among you. Verily, when one of you has a 
leader appointed over him and he sees him committing acts 
of disobedience to Allah, then he should reject the acts of 
disobedience to Allah that he is committing, but he must 
not withdraw his hand from obedience to Allah (jgge).” 


I said to Zurayq: “I ask you by Allah, O Abii Miqdam, did 
you hear Muslim b. Qarazah say: I heard this from my 
paternal uncle, ‘Awf b. Malik, who said: I heard the 
Messenger of Allah (Acssdeaif) say what you have narrated 
from him?” 


Ibn Jabir said: ‘Upon this Zurayq knelt upon his knees, 
faced the Qiblah and swore by Allah concerning what I had 
requested him to take an oath about.’ 


Ibn Jabir said: ‘I did not ask you to swear as to accuse you, 
but I asked you to swear, seeking further verification.” 
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' Sahih [authentic]. Muslim (1855). 
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| 10. Chapter: 

The Excellence of Refraining from Any Participation in 
Fitnah [Turmoil] and How the Discerning Feared That 
Their Hearts Would Desire A State That Allah Detests and 
Remaining in the Homes and Worshipping Allah 


73. Abi Ja‘far Ahmad b. Yahya al-Hulwani narrated to us saying: Sa'td b. 
Sulayman narrated to us saying: from Ibrahim b. S‘ad from his father 
from Abi Salamah from Abi Hurairah who said: 


4 
Be 


The Messenger of Allah (Acjasfeai{) said: 

“Afflictions will appear, during which a person sitting will 
be better than one walking, and the one walking will be 
better than one running. Whoever exposes himself to these 
afflictions, they will destroy him. So whoever can find a 
place of protection or refuge, should take shelter therein.” 
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74. Al-Firyabi narrated to us saying: Wahb b. Bagiyah al-Wasiti narrated to 
us saying: Khalid - meaning Ibn ‘Abdullah al-Wasiti - informed us 


saying: from ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Ishaq from al-Zuhri from Abi Salamah 
from Abii Hurairah from who said: | 


The Messenger of Allah (Acsaesi{ts) said: 


“There will be afflictions like a violent windstorm. The one 
sitting is better than the one standing, and the one standing 


1 Sahih [authentic]. Bukhari (3602) and Muslim (2886). 
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is better than the one walking. Whoever exposes himself 
to these afflictions, they will destroy him.” 


a 
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75. i. Abi al-Qasim ‘Abdullah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Baghawi 
narrated to us saying: Shaybin b. Farrikh narrated to us saying: 
Sulayman b. al-Mughirah narrated to us saying: from Humaid b. Hilal 
from a man that used to be with the Khawarij and then abandoned them. 


ii, Abii al-Qasim said: my grandfather and Abii Khaythamah both 
narrated to me saying: Ismail b. Ibrahim narrated to us saying: from 
Ayyiib from Humaid b. Hilal from a man from ‘Abd al-Qais — who used 
to be with the Khawarij and then abandoned them — who said: 


“They [i.e. the Khawarij] entered a village, and ‘Abdullah b. 
Khabbab went out frightened, dragging his outer garment. 
They said, “You have no reason to be startled; you have no 
reason to be startled,’ twice. He said, ‘By Allah, you have 
frightened me.’ They said, ‘Are you ‘Abdullah, the son of 
Khabbab, the companion of the Messenger of Allah 
(Acsaclesife)?’ He said, ‘Yes.’ They said, ‘Have you heard a 
Hadith from your father, which he narrated from the 
Messenger of Allah (Acsaeai{) that you can narrate to us?” 
He said, ‘I heard him narrate from the Messenger of Allah 
(Acgacertfy): 


‘He mentioned Fitnah [afflictions]. The one sitting is better 
than the one standing, and the one standing is better than 


' Sahih [authentic]. 
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the one walking, and the one walking is better than the one 
running. If you reach that time, be the servant of Allah who 
is killed - Abii Ayyib said: I do not know this except that 
he said: - and do not be the servant of Allah who is the 
killer.’ They said, ‘You heard this from your father who 
narrated it from the Messenger of Allah?’ He said, ‘Yes.’ So 
they took him to the river bank and cut off his head. His 
blood flowed like it was the strap of a sandal as one mass, 
meaning the blood did not mix with the water. They also 
ripped the fetus from the womb of the mother of his 


child.””* 
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76. Abii al-Qasim ‘Abdullah b. Muhammad also narrated to us saying: 
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Malik b. Abi al-Shawarib narrated to us saying: 
‘Abd al-Wahid b. Abii Ziyad narrated to us saying: ‘Asim informed us 


' Sahih [authentic]. 
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saying: from Abi Kabshah who said: I heard Abii Miis4 say upon the 
pulpit: 


The Messenger of Allah ket Seti) said: 


“Verily, before you there will be afflictions like pieces of a 
dark night. At such times, a man will be a believer in the 
morning and a disbeliever in the evening, and a believer in 
the evening and a disbeliever in the morning. The one 
who is sitting during them will be better than the one 
standing, and the one standing during them is better than 
the one walking, and the one walking during them is 
better than the one running.” They said: ‘What do you 
command us with?’ He replied: “Be a people who stick to 
their homes.”* 


a 
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77. Aba Bakr Ibn Abii Dawiid narrated to us saying: ‘Abd al-Malik b. 
Shu‘ayb narrated to us saying: Ibn Wahb narrated to me saying: Layth b. 
S‘ad narrated to me saying: from Yahya b. Sa‘id from Khalid b. Abi 
‘Imran that al-Hakam b. Mas‘iid al-Najrani narrated to him saying: Anas 
b. Abii Marthad al-Ansari narrated to him saying: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acsasleaif) said: 


' Sahih Li Ghayrihi [authentic due to supporting narrations]. Shaykh Albani 
declared it to be authentic in Sahih al-Targhib (2742). 
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“There will be Fitnah [trials and tribulations] which will be 
deaf, dumb and blind.’ The one who is lying is better than 
the one who is sitting, and the one who is sitting is better 
than the one who is walking, and the one who is walking 
is better than the one who is running. Whoever refuses [to 
refrain from the Fitnah], then let him extend his neck [to be 
struck].”” 
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78. i. Abi Bakr Ibn Abi Dawid narrated to us saying: Usayd b. Asim al- 
Asbhani narrated to us saying: Isma‘il b. ‘Amr narrated to us saying: from 


Qays from Husayn b. ‘Abd al-Rahman from Shagqiq b. Salamah from 
Hudhayfah. 


ii. From Mujalid from ‘Amir from Masriiq from Hudhayfah who said: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acsuksithe) said: 


“The trials and tribulations will be in close proximity to one 
another. None will be saved except the one who detests it 
and does not take any of the wealth. If he accepts the wealth, 
then he is their partner in the bloodshed and the other 


[atrocities].”° 


* Here Fitnah is described with the characteristics of the people who 
participate in it, meaning that they will not hear the truth, nor speak with 
it nor will the truth be clear to them from falsehood. Refer to ‘Awn al- 
Ma'bid, Ibn Hazm print (2005), p. 1943. 

? Da‘if [weak]. 

* Da‘if [weak]. 
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Muhammad b. al-Husayn said: 


“I have mentioned this chapter in ‘the Book of Fitan,’ 
among numerous ahadith. Here, I have only mentioned a 
selection of them, so that the discerning believer can 
safeguard his religion. For indeed there are many different 
manifestations of Fitan (trials and tribulations). Great 
tribulations have already past. A group of people were saved 
from these trials and a group of individuals were destroyed 
by them, because they followed their desires and gave 
preference to the life of this world. 


Whosever Allah wants good for he opens for him the door 
of supplication; and such a person turns to his Most 
Generous Protector, fears for his religion, safeguards his 
tongue, knows the time that he is living in and clings to the 
straight path, the main body. He does not change in his 
religion; he worships his Lord (ils) and abandons disputing 
concerning the Fitnah. For indeed many people are exposed 
by these trials and tribulations. Have you not heard the 
statement of the Prophet (Acsa‘eai{) when he was warning 
his nation about these trials and tribulations? 


“A man will be a believer in the morning and a disbeliever 


in the evening; and he will be a believer in the evening and 
a disbeliever in the morning.” 
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79. Abi al-‘Abbas ‘Abdullah b. al-Saqr al-Sukkari narrated to us saying: 
Muhammad b. al-Musaffa narrated to us saying: al-Walid b. Muslim 
narrated to us saying: al-Walid b. Sulayman b. Abii Sa’ib narrated to us 
saying: from ‘Alt b. Yazid from al-Qasim from Abii Umamah who 


narrated: 
The Prophet (Acsa‘ecifs) said: 


“There will be tribulations in which a man will be a believer 
in the morning and disbeliever in the evening, except for 


the one whom Allah gives life through knowledge.” 
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80. Abi Bakr Muhammad b. Hari b. al-Mujaddar narrated to us saying: 
Ahmad b. al-Hasan b. Khirash narrated to us saying: ‘Amr b. ‘Asim 
narrated to us saying: Mu'tamir narrated to us saying: I heard my father 
narrate from al-‘Ala b. ‘Abd al-Rahman from his father from Abi 
Hurairah from: 


The Prophet (Acsaseifi) who said: 


“Hasten to perform good deeds (before you are overtaken) 
by tribulations which are like a portion of a dark night. A 
man will be a believer in the morning and a disbeliever in 
the evening, and he will be a believer in the evening and a 
disbeliever in the morning. He will sell his religion for 
worldly commodities.”” 


' Da‘if Jiddan [very weak]. Shaykh Albani declared it to be weak in al- 
Da‘ifah (3696). 
? Sahih [authentic]. Muslim (118). 
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81. Aba Bakr ‘Abdullah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Wasiti narrated 
to us saying: ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Warraq narrated to us saying: Hashim 
b. al-Qasim narrated to us saying: from al-Ashjat from Sufyan - 


meaning al-Thawri - from Abii Sinan al-Shaybani from Sa’ id b. Jubayr 
who said: 


“A monk said to me, ‘O Sa'id, at times of Fitnah it becomes 
clear who worships Allah and who worships Taghit.”' 
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82. Abii Muhammad ‘Abdullah b. Salih al-Bukhari darted 46 05 saying: 
Muhammad b. Sulayman Luwayn narrated to us saying: Hammad b. 


Zayd from al-Mu‘alla b. Ziyad from Mu ‘awiyah b. Qurrah from Ma‘gil 
b. Yasar who said: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acsacleai{e) said: 


“Worship at times of bloodshed is like emigrating to me.” 
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83. ‘Ali b. Ishaq b. Zatiya narrated to us saying: Muhammad b. Sulayman 
Luwayn narrated to us saying: Hammad b. Zayd...and he mentioned a 
hadith similar to it. 


' Hasan |sound]. 
2 Sahih [authentic]. Muslim (2948). 
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11. Chapter: 

An Encouragement to Cling to the Book of Allah (ts), the 
Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (A<5.‘csij-) and the Sunnah 
of His Companions (di), and to Abandon Innovations 
and Refrain from Looking at and Disputing About That 
Which Opposes the Book, Sunnah and the Statements of the 

Companions 


Pre 9 
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84. Al-Firyabi informed us saying: Hibban b. Miisé narrated to us saying: Abdullah 
b. al-Mubarak informed me saying: from Sufyan al-Thawri from Ja‘far b. 
-Muhammad from his father from Jabir b. Abdullah who said: 


“The Messenger of Allah (Acssteai{k>) would say during his 
sermon, [first] praising Allah as He deserves, then he would say 


‘Whoever Allah guides, then none can misguide; and whoever 
Allah misguides, then none can guide. The most truthful speech 
is the Book of Allah. The best guidance is the guidance of 


Muhammad. The worst of all affairs are newly invented matters; 


and every newly invented matter is an innovation and all 
fo innovations are misguidance, and all misguidance is in the 
Fi ire. 9991 
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' Sahih [authentic]. Muslim (867). 
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85. Abii Bakr Muhammad b. Layth al-Jawhari narrated to us saying: Abi 
Hisham al-Rifai narrated to us saying: Abii Bakr b. ‘Ayyash narrated to 
us saying: Abii Husayn from Abi Salih from Abii Hurairah who said: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acsaceai{he): 


“The best speech is the Book of Allah. The best guidance is 
the guidance of Muhammad. The worst of all affairs are 
newly invented matters; and every newly invented matter 
is an innovation and all innovations are in the Fire.” 
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86. Ibrahim b. Miisé al-Jawzi informed us saying: Dawiid b. Rashid narrated 
to us saying: al-Walid b. Muslim narrated to us saying: from Thawr b. 
Yazid from Khalid b. Ma‘dan from ‘Abd al-Rahmian b. ‘Amr al-Sulami 
and Hujr al-Kala‘l who both said: 


“We entered upon al-‘Irbad b. Sariyah, and it was about him 
that the verse was revealed: 


WBN heh to (th ae 1. 
sae Gadd) DSi be 13) gall Je V5 
Nor (is there blame) on those who came to you to be 
provided with mounts... 


He was sick. We said to him, ‘We have come to see you as 
visitors and callers to check upon the sick, and to also obtain 
some benefit. 


' Sahih [authentic]. 
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‘Irbad said, ‘Indeed, the Messenger of Allah (Acss‘esi{e) led 
us in the morning prayer, then faced us and gave us a 
powerful exhortation at which the eyes shed tears and the 
hearts trembled. 


A person said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, surely this was a 
farewell exhortation, so what do you instruct us with?’ He 
said, ‘I advise you with the fear of Allah, and to hear and 
obey, even if it be an Abyssinian slave. Verily, those of you 
who live after me will see great disagreement. Thus, adhere 
to my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the rightly-guided Caliphs. 
Bite on to it with your molar teeth. Beware of newly 
invented matters [in the religion], as every novelty is an 
innovation, and every innovation is er 
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' Sahih [authentic]. Shaykh Albani declared this hadith to be authentic in 
al-Sahihah (2735). 
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87. Abii Fadl Ja‘far b. Muhammad al-Sandali narrated to us saying: Fadl b. 
Ziyad narrated to us saying: Abii ‘Abdullah Ahmad b. Hanbal narrated 
to us saying: Thawr b. Yazid narrated to us saying...and he mentioned 
a similar hadith till its ending. 


88. Abi Bakr Ibn Abii Dawiid narrated to us saying: Ahmad b. Salih al-Misri 
narrated to us saying: Asad b. Miis4 narrated to us saying: Mu ‘awiyah b. 
Salih narrated to us saying: Damrah b. Habib narrated to us saying: from 
‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Amr al-Sulami that he heard ‘Irbad b. Sariyah al- 
Sulami say: 


“The Messenger of Allah (Acjaceaifie) delivered an 
exhortation to us, which made our eyes flow with tears and 
made our hearts tremble. We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, 
this is a farewell admonition, so what do you instruct us 
with?’ He said, ‘I am leaving you upon a [path of] clear 
guidance whose night is like its day. No one will deviate 
from it after me except they are destroyed. Whoever lives 
from among you will see great disagreement. Thus, adhere 
to what you know of my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the 
rightly guided Caliphs. It is upon you to obey [the ruler], 
even if he is an Abyssinian slave. Bite on to it with your 
molar teeth.” 
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: Sahih [authentic]. Shaykh Albani declared this hadith to eo yee in 
al-Sahihah _ 
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89. Abii Bakr ‘Abdullah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Wasiti narrated 
to us saying: Zuhayr b. Muhammad al-Marwazi narrated to us saying: 
Abii Asim ad-Dahhak b. Makhlad informed us saying: from Thawr b. 
Yazid ...and he mentioned a Hadith like it till its ending. 


90. Ibn ‘Abd al-Hamid narrated to us also: Zuhayr narrated to us saying: 
‘Abd al-Razzaq informed us saying: from Ma‘mar from al-Zuhri from 
Abii Idris al-Khawlani who said: Yazid.b. “‘Amirah informed me that he 
heard Mu‘adh b. Jabal say in every gathering that he would sit: 


“Those who doubt will perish. Indeed, ahead of you there 
will be tribulations in which wealth shall be plentiful. 
During which the Qur’an will be easily accessible, so much 
so that every man and woman, young and old, and slave 
and freeman will learn it. Soon a man will read the Qur’an 
at that time, saying, “What is wrong with the people that 
they do not follow me, yet I read the Qur’an? They are not 
going to follow me until I innovate something else for 
them.’ So beware and avoid that which he innovated. He 


has only innovated misguidance.”* 
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' Sahih [authentic]. Shaykh Albani declared this hadith to be authentic in 
Sahih Sunan Abu Dawid (4611). 
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91. Ibrahim b. Miisé al-Jawzi informed us saying: Abii Bakr Ibn Zanjawayh 
narrated to us saying: ‘Abd al-Razzaq informed us saying: from Ma‘mar 
from al-Zuhri who said: I heard Abii Idris al-Khawlani say: I met Abi 
Darda and heard from him, I met ‘Ibadah b. al-Samit and heard from 
him, and I met Shaddad b. ‘Awf and I heard from him. However, I missed 
Mu‘adh b. Jabal. Yazid b. ‘Amirah informed me that he used to say in 
every gathering he sat in: 


“Allah — blessed be His Name - is a just and fair judge. 
Those who doubt will perish. Ahead of you there will be 
tribulations in which wealth shall be plentiful. During 
which the Qur’an will easily be accessible, so much so that 
that every man and woman, young and old, and slave and 
freeman will learn it. Soon a man will read the Qur’an at 
that time, saying, ‘Indeed, I read the Qur’an; what is wrong 
with the people that they do not follow me, yet I read the 
Qur’an?’ Then he will say, ‘They are not going to follow 
me until I innovate something else for them.’ So beware 
and avoid that which he innovated. He has only innovated 
misguidance. Beware of the slip of the scholar, for the 
Devil places in the mouth of a wise man a statement of 
misguidance; and sometimes he places in the mouth of a 
hypocrite a statement of truth.’ We said, ‘How can we tell 
— may Allah have mercy upon you — if the Devil places in 
the mouth of a hypocrite a statement of truth, and in the 
mouth of a wise man a statement of misguidance?’ He 
replied, ‘Avoid all ambiguous speech of the wise man, 
which if you hear, you will say, ‘What is this?? Do not 
allow it to turn you [from the straight path], as he may 
retract and accept the truth, when he hears it. Verily, upon 
the truth there is light.” 


' Sahih [authentic]. Refer to previous reference. 
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92. Al-Firyabi informed us saying: al-Hasan b. ‘Ali al-Hulwani narrated to 
us in Tarstis in the year 233H saying: I heard Mutarrif b. ‘Abdullah 
saying: I heard Malik b. Anas — when the deviants were mentioned in his 
presence — say: ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz say: 


“The Messenger of Allah (Acsa‘eai{) and the rulers after 
him established traditions [Sunan]. Adherence to them is to 
conform to the Book of Allah, completing one’s obedience 
to Allah, and strength upon the religion of Allah. It is not 
allowed for any of the creation to change or alter them, nor 
look to anything that contradicts them. Whoever seeks 
guidance from them will be guided, whoever seeks success 
through them will be successful. Whoever opposes them 
and follows a path other than that of the believers, Allah will 
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leave him to what he has chosen and burn him in Hell — 
what an evil destination.” 
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93. Abii Muhammad al-Hasan b. ‘Alltiwiyah al-Qattan narrated to us saying: 
‘Asim b. ‘Alf narrated to us saying: Layth b. S‘ad narrated to us saying: 


from Yazid b. Abi cane from Bukayr b. ‘Abdullah b. al-Ashajj that 
‘Umar b. al-Khattab (aail¢25) said: 


“A people will debate you using the unclear verses of the 
Qur’an. Therefore, compel them using the Sunan, as the 
people of the Swnan are the most knowledgeable 
concerning the Book of Allah.” 


fis) clei 46 fall PhS «Til gl andy Sl e Lal 5 


' Da‘if [weak], as the chain is broken between Malik and ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al- 
‘Aziz. | 
* Da‘if [weak]. 
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12. Chapter: 
A Warning Against Those Sects Who Paaiads the Sunan 
of the Prophet (45.4622) With the Book of Allah and the 
Stern Criticism Directed Towards this Category of People 


Muhammad b. al-Husayn said: 


If the people of knowledge and insight hear someone 
saying, ‘The Messenger of Allah (Acssceaij-) said,’ as it 
relates to something established [in the Sunnah] according 
to the scholars, and an ignorant person objects to this 
saying, ‘I do not accept anything except that it is in the 


Book of Allah (Sls);’ then it should be said to him: 


‘You are an evil man, and you are from those whom the 
Prophet (Acsasleaif) warned us from, and similarly the 
scholars warned us against you.’ 


It is said to him: 
‘O ignoramus! Indeed, Allah revealed His obligations in a 


general fashion and He commanded His Prophet to explain 
to the people what has been revealed to them. 


Allah (() said: 


aly aaa) OF bs ltl ed Soll \ esi Ng * bly otal 
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With clear signs and Books (We sent the Messengers). And 
We have also sent down unto you (O Muhammad) the 
reminder and the advice (the Qur’an), that you may 
explain clearly to men what is sent down to them, and that — 


they may give thought. 


Allah appointed His Prophet (dcsudetifke) to clarify [His 
Book], and He commanded the creation to obey him, 
prohibited them from disobeying him and ordered them 
to abstain from what he forbids. He ((jts) said: 


‘Nga abs Ae Lag Og hdd gest st lag 
And whatsoever the Messenger gives you, take it, and 
whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it). 


He also warned them against opposing the command of 


the Messenger of Allah (Acjaxexift. ). He (Sls) said: 


wll Olle Snel 3) 48 cena’ ol ofl 6 agile ‘ydll Sede 
And let those who oppose the Messenger's (Muhammad) 
commandment beware, lest some afflictions befall them, or 
a painful torment be inflicted on them. 


And He (ig) said: 


a 


cgell a Wid V4 vs ote KS he 5 uk YT dhyg 3b 
thes | 2] A 35 Cid lie aS 
But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith, until they 
make you (O Muhammad) judge in all disputes between 
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them, and find in themselves no resistance against your 
decisions, and accept (them) with full submission. 


Furthermore, He made it compulsory for the creation to 
obey him in thirty and some places in His Book. 


It is said to this antagonist of Sunan of the Messenger 


(Acsscesif): 


‘O ignoramus, Allah (jts) said: 


e514 \yAS5h5 SBN ly SSLAN Iyebly 
And perform the prayer and give Zakah. 


Where do you find in the Book of Allah (ts) that Fajr is 


two Rak‘ah, that Dhuhr is four Rak‘ah, that ‘Asr is four 
Rak‘ah, that Maghrib is three Rak‘ah and that ‘Isha is four 
Rak‘ah? 


Where do you find the rulings of the prayer and its times, 
and what corrects it and what nullifies it, except from the 
Sunan of the Prophet (dcsadezife). 


The same applies to Zakah. Where do you find in the Book 
of Allah that from two hundred Dirham there are five 
Darahim, that from twenty Dinar there is half of a Dinar, 
that from forty sheep there is a sheep and from five camels 
there is a sheep — and the rest of the rulings of Zakah — 
where do you find that in the Book of Allah (Us)? 
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Similarly, all of the religious obligations of Allah, which 
Allah has made compulsory in His Book, the rulings 
concerning them cannot be ascertained except with the 
Sunan of the Messenger of Allah. 


This is the position of all the Muslim scholars, and whoever 
states other than this has left the religion of Islam and 
adopted the religion of the heretics. We seek refuge with 
Allah from misguidance after guidance. 


Narrations have been conveyed from the Prophet 


(Acsaeaif) and from his companions analogous to what I 
have stated, so know this. 


94. Ahmad b. Yahy4 al-Hulwani narrated to us saying: Yahya b. ‘Abd al-Hamid 


95. 


al-Hammani narrated to us saying: Sufyan b. ‘Uyainah narrated to us saying: 
from Salim Abi al-Nadr from ‘Ubaid Allah b. Abi Rafi‘ from his father who 


said: 
The Messenger of Allah (Acsaclcci{.) said: 


“Let me not find one of you reclining on his couch and when 
Bs 4 
he hears something from me that I have commanded, he says, ‘I 


- did not find this in the Book of Allah (,jts).” 


- & 
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Abi al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Sahl al-Ashnani narrated to us saying: al-Husayn b. 
‘Ali b. al-Aswad al-‘Ijli narrated to us saying: Yahy4 b. Adam narrated to us 


' Sahih [authentic]. Shaykh Albani declared it to be authentic in al-Mishkah 
(162). 
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saying: Sufyan b. ‘Uyainah narrated to us saying: from Muhammad b. al- 
Munkadir from Salim b. al-Nadr from ‘Ubaid Allah b. Abii Rafi‘ from his father 


who said: 
The Messenger of Allah (Acsa‘leaif) said: 


“I do not want to hear of anyone of you who upon hearing an 
order from me as it relates to something I have commanded or 
something I have prohibited, say, while reclining on his pillow, 
‘We do not know. What we find in the Book of Allah (ls), we 


9991 


will follow. 
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96. Abii Bakr ‘Abdullah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Wéasiti narrated to us 
saying: Zuhayr b. Muhammad al-Marwazi narrated to us saying: ‘Asim b. ‘Ali 
informed us saying: Abii Ma’shar narrated to us saying: Sa‘id narrated to us 
saying: from Abi Hurairah who said: 


The Messenger of Allah (Acsaceaifys) said: 


“I do not want to hear of anyone of you who, upon hearing a 
Hadith narrated from me, saying while reclining on his pillow, 
'Recite [something from the] Qur’an about this.” 


J is Sue gt ft fol 45 549 sail 25 JE 
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| ' Sahih [authentic]. 
? Da‘if [weak]. Shaykh Albani said in al-Da‘ifah (3/ 207), “This chain is weak 
due to Abit M'ashar.” 
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97. Abii ‘Abdullah al-Husayn b. Muhammad b. ‘Ufayr al-Ansari narrated to us 
saying: Nasr b. ‘Ali al-Jahdami narrated to us saying: my father narrated to us 
saying: Hariz b. ‘Uthman narrated to us saying: from ‘Abd al-Rahmin b. Abi 
“Awf from Miqdam b. Ma‘dikarib al-Kindi from: 


i] 


The Prophet (Acsa-fe4{) who said: 
“I have been given the Qur’an and its like along with it. I 
have been given the Qur’an and its like along with it. I have 

_ been given the Qur’an and its like along with it. There will 
come a time, when an obese man reclining on his couch 

_ will say, ‘Stick to this Qur’an. What you find in it to be 
permissible declare permissible, and what you find in it to 
be prohibited declare it prohibited...” He mentioned the 
remainder of the Hadith. 


° e oF 
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98. Ahmad b. Sahl al-Ashnani narrated to us saying: al-Husayn b. ‘Alt b. al- 
Aswad narrated to us saying: Yahy4 b. Adam narrated to us saying: Ibn 
al-Mubarak narrated to us saying: from Ma’mar from ‘Ali b. Zayd b. 
Jud‘an from Abii Nadrah from ‘Imran b. Husayn that he said to a man: 


“Indeed, you are an imbecile. Do you find in the Book of 
Allah that Dhuhr is four [Rak‘ah] and you do not recite 
aloud? Then he cited to him the prayer, Zakah and similar 
issues. Then he said, ‘Do you find that explained in the 


' Sahih [authentic]. Shaykh Albani declared it to be authentic in al- 
_Mishkah (163). 
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Book of Allah? Indeed, the Book of Allah has established 


this, and surely the Sunnah explains it.”’ 
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99. Ahmad b. Sahl narrated to us saying: al-Husayn b. ‘Ali narrated to us 
saying: Yahy4 b. Adam narrated to us saying: Thawban narrated to us 
saying: from Hammad b. Salamah from Ya‘l b. Hakim from Said b. 
Jubayr: 


That he narrated from the Prophet (Acss‘eai{) a Hadith, so 
a man said, ‘Allah ((\\s) said such and such.” He said, ‘Verily, 
I see you opposing the Hadith of the Messenger of Allah 
(AcsasSexif) with the Book of Allah, and the Messenger of 
Allah is the most knowledgeable about the Book of Allah.” 


ail &| 85 JB as dag ak A he cll op bis J 

. ate as JB WS WS sal 3 JB oe 

A Lo Ail Ups «let cl GS dig ale ah ai\ Jo al 
‘ded 1S, fel dss 


100. Ahmad b. Sahl narrated to us saying: al-Husayn b. ‘Ali narrated to 
us saying: Yahy4 b. Adam narrated to us saying: Qutbah b. ‘Abd al~‘Aziz 
and Abii Bakr b. ‘Ayyash from ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Yazid: 


' Hasan Li Ghayrihi [sound due to supporting narrations]. 
_ ? Sahih [authentic]. Collected by al-Darimi in his Sunan and others with an 
| authentic chain. 
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That he saw a person in a state of Ihram, wearing his regular 
clothing, so he prohibited the Muhrim from this. This 
person said, ‘Will you provide a verse from the Book of 
Allah for removing my clothing?’ So he recited to him: 


| lygula abt iss 516 lig b gions Ja cuill st lag 
And whatsoever the Messenger gives you, take it, and 
whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it).' 
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101. Abi Muhammad al-Hasan 5 eka sl-atran eueatedious 
saying: ‘Asim b. ‘Ali narrated to us saying: Layth b. S‘ad narrated to us 
saying: from Yazid b. Abi ee from Bukayr b. ‘Abdullah b. al-Ashajj 


that ‘Umar b. al-Khattab (Kedisls5) said: 


| “A ‘ina will debate you using the unclear verses of the 
| Qur'an. Therefore, compel them using the Sunan, as the 
people of the Sunan are the most knowledgeable 
concerning the Book of Allah.” 
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102. Abi Bakr b. Abi Dawiid narrated to us saying: ‘Isa b. Hammad 
Zughbah narrated to us saying: Layth b. S‘ad narrated to us saying: Yazid 


' Sahih [authentic]. Its chain is weak due to al-Husayn b. ‘Ali, yet his 
narration was strengthened by other narrators as in Dhamm al-Kalam of al- 
Harawi (256). | 

? Da‘if [weak]. 
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b. Abii Habib narrated to us saying: from Bukayr b. ‘Abdullah b. al- 
Ashajj that ‘Umar b. al-Khattab (A:caiig4)) said: ? 


“A people will appear who will debate you using the unclear 
verses of the Qur’an. Therefore, compel them using the 
Sunan, as the people of the Sunan are the most 
knowledgeable concerning the Book of Allah.” 
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103.  Yiisuf b. Ya‘qiib al-Qadi narrated to us saying: Abi al-Rabi‘ - 
meaning al-Zahrani — narrated to us saying: Jarir - meaning Ibn ‘Abd 


al-Hamid from Mansiir from Ibrahim from ‘Algamah who said that 
‘Abdullah said: 


“Allah has cursed those women who tattoo others and who 
get themselves tattooed, and those who create spaces 
between their teeth for beautification, who change the 
creation of Allah.” This reached a woman from Bani Asad, 
who used to read the Qur’an, known as Umm Ya‘gib, so 
she went to him, saying: ‘What is this hadith narrated from 
you that you cursed the women who tattoo others and who 
get themselves tattooed, and those who create spaces 
between their teeth for beautification, who change the 
creation of Allah?’ ‘Abdullah replied, ‘Should I not curse 
those whom the Prophet (Asa:eaij-) has cursed, and this is 
in Allah’s Book.’ She said, ‘I read the Qur’an from cover to 
cover, but I did not find that.’ ‘Abdullah said, ‘If you had 


’ Da‘if [weak]. 
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truly read it, then you would have definitely found this,’ 
then he said: 
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And whatsoever the Messenger gives you, take it, and 
whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it).”’ 
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104. Yiisufb. Ya‘qiib narrated to us saying: Muhammad b. Abii Bakr al- 

Muqadammi narrated to us saying: ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Mahdi narrated 


to us saying: Sufyan narrated to us saying: from Mansiir from Ibrahim 


from ‘Algamah from ‘Abdullah who said: 


“The Messenger of Allah (dcsaceaij) cursed those women 
who tattoo others...” He mentioned a wording similar to 
the previous hadith. 


105. Ahmad b. Sahl al-Ashnant who narrated to us saying: al-Husayn b. 
‘Ali narrated to us saying: Yahy4 b. Adam narrated to us saying: al- 


1 Sahih [authentic]. Bukhari (4886) and Muslim (2125). 
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Mufaddal b. Muhalhil narrated to us saying: from Mansiir from Ibrahim 
from ‘Algamah from ‘Abdullah who said: 


“A woman from Bani Asad...” He mentioned a similar 


hadith. 


106. Ahmad b. Sahl narrated to us also saying: al-Husayn b. ‘Ali narrated 
to us saying: Yahy4 b. Adam narrated to us saying: Ibn al-Mubarak 
narrated to us saying: from ‘Abd al-Malik b. Abii Sulayman from ‘Ata 
concerning the Saying of Allah (lx): 


a all, a 1 3 46 0% s oni alam | \% 
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‘If you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to 
Allah and His Messenger.’ 


He said: ‘To Allah,’ means to the Book of Allah, and ‘to His 
Messenger,’ means to the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah 


1 


(Acsadesiy).” 
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107. Abi Bakr ‘Abdullah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Wasiti 
narrated to us saying: Zuhayr b. Muhammad al-Marwazi narrated to us 
saying: al-Hawti ‘Abd Al-Wahhab b. Najdah informed us saying: 
Baqiyah b. al-Walid narrated to us saying: Sawadah b. Ziyad and ‘Amr 
b. Muhajir narrated to us saying: from ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz that he 
wrote to the people: 


“Verily, no one’s opinion matters, if there exists a Sunnah 


established by the Messenger of Allah (Acsadeai{ys).”” 


' Da'‘if [weak] due to al-Husayn b. ‘All. 
? Sahih [authentic]. 
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108. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Siiff narrated to us saying: Hashim b. al- 
Qasim al-Harrani narrated to us saying: ‘Is - meaning Ibn Yunus - 
narrated to us saying: from al-Awza‘i from Makhil who said: 


“There are two types of Sunnah. There is a Sunnah, which 
it is obligatory to implement, and its abandonment is 
disbelief; and there is a Sunnah, which it is recommended 
to implement, and its abandonment is not a sin.”* 
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Muhammad b. al-Husayn said: 


What I have mentioned in this volume — as it relates to 
adhering to the Shariah of truth and being upright upon 
that which Allah has instructed the nation of Muhammad 
(dass) with and to that which the Messenger 
(Acsadlesifi) instructed them with — if the discerning 
individual was to reflect upon it, then he would know that 
it is obligatory for him to adhere to the Book of Allah (its), 
the Sunnah of His Messenger ((Acsa‘eai{~)) and the Sunnah 
of the rightly guided Caliphs, and to all of the companions, 
to those who followed them in goodness and to the Imams 
of the Muslims. [He would know that it is necessary for 
him] to abandon quarrelling, argumentation and disputes 
in the religion, and it is compulsory for him to abandon 
the people of innovation, and to follow [the texts] and 


' Sahih [authentic]. 
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abandon innovations. As the knowledge of the Imams of _ 


the religion, who there is no aversion towards, has sufficed 
us [from having any need] of the beliefs of the people of 
innovations and misguidance. And Allah grants success 
and aids to attain all what is correct. 


The first volume from the book al-Shariah has been 
completed — and all praise and exaltations belong to Allah. 


May the peace and blessings of Allah be upon Prophet 


Muhammad, his family and his Companions. 


The second volume of this book will follow it — if Allah 
Wills. 
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